
  GENERAL DENTIST
Cosmetic Dentistry

Emergencies & New Patients Welcome
Early AM, Evening & Weekend Hours

Most Dental Insurance Plans
Medicaid, Caresource Accepted

RootCanal, Dentures,
Bleaching, Crowns,
Bridges

Dr. Shyam Sharma, DDS
    440-826-0423
Middleburg Hts., 18660 Bagley Rd., Suite 304 (Bldg 2)

6855 W. 130th St., Parma Hts. OH 44130
Phone 440-885-0215

All Indian Groceries ~ Fresh Vegetables
(We accept Ohio Food Stamps)

Other Ohio Location: Columbus 614.798.9331
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Indian-American Kids Sweep Spelling and Geography Bees

WASHINGTON: The Indian-
American community has
come out in strong support
of US President Barack
Obama , who kicked off his
re-election campaign with
two rall ies in Ohio and
Virginia last month, with an
overwhelming 85 per cent of
them favoring a second term
for him.

About 85 per cent of the
Indian-Americans support
Obama for a second term,
according to a latest survey
conducted by Lake
Research Partners, a DC-
based political consultancy
firm, with APIAVote. APIA
stands for Asian American
Pacific Islander.

“President Obama was
strongest among Indian-
American voters, leading
Mitt Romney by a margin of
76 to eight per cent in the
poll, and weakest among
Filipino Americans, where
the vote was 57 per cent to
20 per cent. Among Chinese
Americans, it was 68 per
cent for Obama, 8 per cent
for Romney,” said Toby
Chaudhuri, veteran
strategist and chair of
APIAVote.

The result of the survey
conducted by Lake
Research Partners is similar
to that of India in New
England, an ethnic Indian-
American publication which,
in an online survey in
February, had said that 80
per cent of Indian-
Americans support Obama
against Romney.

According to the Lake
Research Partners survey,
Indian Americans have the
highest favorable opinions of
Obama as compared to
other Asian-Americans.

More than half (51 per
cent) have very favorable
views on Obama, and 85 per
cent overall have favorable
views, compared to 34 per
cent of Asian-Americans
who hold very favorable
views. Indian-Americans are
also more negative towards
Mitt Romney, with 56 per
cent having unfavorable
views on him (44 per cent of
Asian-Americans have
unfavorable views).

85 Percent
 Indian-Americans
Support Obama,

Says Survey

Asian Children perform a dance at the Cleveland Asian Festival May 19, 2012

Visitors at the India Interrnational booth – the Cleveland Asian Festival May 20, 2012.

Three Indian-American
children were the only
spellers left in the final
championship round of the
2012 Scripps National
Spelling Bee at a convention
centre outside Washington
on May 31 night.

The three were among the
nine who nailed words
derived from Greek, Latin,
French, German, Hawaiian
and Afrikaans to make the

finals as the field of 278
children was narrowed down
after several intense rounds
of spelling.

Arvind Mahankali, 12, of
Bayside Hills, New York, a
finalist the last two years,
made it three years in a row
when he spelled
“phrontistery”.

A tennis player and aspiring
physicist, Mahankali raised
his arms in victory as he

walked away from the
microphone.

Two other Indian-American
finalists were Snigdha
Nandipati, 14, of San Diego
and Stuti Mishra, 14, of West
Melbourne, Florida.

A semifinalist last year,
Snigdha Nandipati became
the fifth consecutive Indian-
American winner and 10th in
the last 14 years, a run that
began in 1999 when Nupur

Lala won and was later
featured in the documentary
“Spellbound.”

Indian-American students
have also swept the
prestigious National
Geographic Bee, bagging
the top four positions of this
year ’s tough national
competition, where US
President Barack Obama
played a quizmaster.

Rahul Nagvekar (14) from

Texas bagged the first
position, by beating 13-year-
old Vansh Jain from
Wisconsin at the finals of the
annual competition held May
24, 2012. Both are class
eighth students.

The third and fourth
positions went to Varun
Mahadevan from San
Francisco and Raghav
Ranga from Arizona
respectively.

NRO, NRE, FCNR
Term Deposits:

Which One to Pick?
–Page 4

Pro-Women Divorce
Clause in India’s Law

–Page 10

Cleveland’s Neha is
Runner-Up at All-US

Beauty Pageat
–Page 8

Rupee’s Fall Hits
Students Abroad

–Page 11
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National Federation of Indian American
Association (NFIA)   w ww.nfia.net
 Headquarters: 319 Summit Hall Road,

Gaithersburg, MD 20877 USA  
Ph: 301-926-3013, Email:info@nfia.net
President: Rajen Anand (562) 537-1077

Global Organization of People of Indian
Origin (www.gopio.net)  P.O. Box 1413, Stamford,

CT 06904, USA; Phone: (818) 708-3885 Email:
gopio-intl@sbcglobal.net

President (USA): Inder Singh, Tel: 818-708-3885;

American Association of Physicians of
Indian Origin (AAPI)   www.aapiusa.org

Executive Office: 600 Enterprise Drive, Suite 108
Oak Brook, IL 60523 Phone: 630-990-2277

President: Dr. Vinod Shah

EMBASSY OF INDIA
2107 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20008

Tel: 202-939-7000 www.indianembassy.org

CONSULATES:
There are four consulates: New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Houston.

Ohio residents are served by the New York Consulate for visa & other services.

Consulate General
of India, New York

3 East, 64th Street,
New York, NY10065
Tel: 212-774-0600
Fax 212-861-3788

E-mail: cg@indiacgny.org
www.indiacgny.org

Chicago
Tel: 312-595-0405  E-mail: cg@indianconsulate.com

www.chicago.indianconsulate.com

San Francisco
Tel: 415-668-0662  E-mail: info@cgisf.org

www.cgisf.org

Houston
Tel: 713-626-2148/49  E-mail: cgi-hou@swbell.net

www.cgihouston.org

Asha for Education–Cleveland
Fehmida Kapadia 216-513-6977

Association of Asian-Indian
Women in Ohio (AAIWO)
(440) 218-6959  www.aaiwo.org
Margaret Gonsalves 440-479-6214

American Federation of Muslims
 of Indian Origin (AFMI)
Zahid Siddiqui (440) 238-3796

Association of Indian Physicians
of Northern Ohio (AIPNO)
Satish Mahna (216) 228-1168

American Society of Engineers
of Indian Origin (ASEI)
Shantaram S. Pai  (440) 734-1830

Bengali Cultural Society
Debabrata Ghosh (440) 349-3678

Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation
Sreedhar Nair (440) 759-1500

FICA Mona Alag (440) 256-3247

Gujarati Samaj of Grt. Cleveland
Rajesh Patel 440-465-5965

Guru Gobind Singh  Sikh Society
Surinder Singh Chauhan (440)243-8439

Guru  Nanak Foundation
Dharminder S. Kala (330) 528-0262

Indian Classical Music Society
Anupa Deogaonkar 444-237-2791

India-Ohio Chamber of Commerce
Radhika Reddy (216) 344-9441

Indian Christian Association,
contact : Michael Sreshta
216-403-3012

Jain Society of Greater Cleveland
Shanti Jain (440) 498-8234

Kasturi Kannada Society
Hema Vartak (440) 235-1835

Kerala Association of Ohio
Anil Kumar (440) 572-9571

NE Ohio Marathi  Mandal(NEOMM)
Jay Masurekar (202) 436-0997

Marwari Association
Sushila Mohanka (330) 598-0642

Orissa Society of America
Brirendra Jena (330) 494-2618

Punjabi Cultural Society
Barjinder Dhanoa (216) 650-2311

 NE Ohio Telugu  Assn (NEOTA)
Sravanthi Vallampati (216) 233-9424
Telugu_Mitra@yahoo.com

North-East Ohio Tamil Sangam

(NEOTS)
Meyy Meyyazhagan 440-899-6394
South Asian Bar Association of
Cleveland  Neelam Gill  440-201-3460
                    neelamgill.esq@gmail.com

Northeast Ohio Sri Lankan Asso-
ciation (NEOSLA) (330) 637 2449
Cleveland_Lankans@yahoogroups.com

Please send updates to:
indiaint@aol.com

Community
Associations

Asian-Indian
Stores

Asian Food & Spices
Solon   Ph: 440-248-0801

Asian  Imports
 North Olmsted  Ph: 440-777-8101

India Food & Spices
Parma  Ph: 440-845-0000

India Grocers
Parma Heights  Ph: 440-885-0215

Indo-American Foods
North Randall Ph: 216-662-0072

Indo-American Convenient
Mayfield Heights  Ph: 440-446-8200

Laxmi Groceries & Spices
Parma Heights  Ph: 440-842-2402

Indian Embassy & Consulates in US

One  church where Asian-Indian
Christians meet is: St. Gregorios

Malankara Orthodox Church
Contact: Dr. T. Mathew 216-591-9632

www.stgregorioscleveland.org

Asian-Indian
Restaurants

Bamboo Garden
North Olsmted 440-734-0500

Bombay Grill
Akron 330-664-0689

Cafe Tandoor
Cleveland Heights  216-371-8500

Aurora 330-562-5334
Westlake 440-835-7999

Chennai Delicacy
Parma Hts  440-481-3737

Cuisine of India
Parma Heights  440-842-5907

Indian Delight
5507Detroit Rd,Cleveland 216-651-4007

India Cafe & Kitchen
Parma 440-842-7724
Jaipur Junction

North Royalton 440-842-3555
Flavors of India

North Olmsted 440-779-5774
Indian Flame

University Circle 216-791-5555
Indies

Colonial Mkt,Downtown 216-357-3266

Priya Indian Cuisine

Parma, 440-345-5599

Saffron Patch
Shaker Heights 216-295-0400

Akron 330-836-7777

Tadka
North Omlsted 440-734-1500

Taj Palace
Richmond Heights 440-461-3737

Taste of Kerala
Mayfield Heights 440-461-9212

Udupi Cafe
Parma Heights 440-743-7154

Shiva-Vishnu Temple
7733 Ridge Rd, Parma, OH 44129

Phone: (440) 888-9433

BAPS Swaminarayan Temple– 2915
Laurel Rd, Brunswick, OH 44212

Phone: (330) 220-4020

ISSO Swaminarayan Temple–
13354 Pearl Rd, Strongsville,

OH 44136
Phone: (440) 238-2222

Jain Temple (Jain Center)– 3226
Boston Mills Rd, Richfield, OH 44286

Phone: 330-659-0832

Gurudwara - Richfield
(Guru Nanak Foundation)

4220 Broadview Road, Richfield,
OH 44286. Phone: 330-659-3748

Gurudwara - Bedford
38 Tarbell Ave. Bedford, OH 44146

Ph:440-232-1702

(There is no Asian-Indian church or
mosque in Cleveland area)

Temples Lakshmi Plaza
Mayfield Heights  Ph: 440-460-4601

Patel Brothers
Parma Heights  Ph: 440-885-4440

Rimi’s Bakers n  Grocers
West Lake Ph: 440-777-0116

Spice Corner
Akron  Ph: 330-535-1033

 Ram Jewelers
440-843-4463

Sunny Auto Repair
216-362-6050

NE Ohio Community Bulletin Board

How to Obtain

Visa for India

All visa applicants
have to obtain visas through:

Travisa Outsourcing, Inc.
(All queries relating to Indian visa

should be directed to them)
316 E. 53rd St., 2nd Floor

New York, NY 10022
Phone: (212) 754-9900

Fax: (212) 754-9905
Email:

newyork@travisaoutsourcing.com
Website:

https://www.indian-visa.com

National/Global Organizations
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Chennai Delicacy
Authentic Home-style South Indian Cuisine

���������

� Every month, more than 10,000 people read India International – printed and its online version (sent through email)
� It is your best connection to the 25,000-strong, educated, affluent Asian-Indian community in and around Greater
Cleveland � It is available at all branches of Cuyahoga County Public Library, all Indian stores & restaurants, and
temples  in NE Ohio

DID YOU KNOW ? � India International is the largest  Asian-Indian newspaper in Ohio

For advertising in India International, call 216-781-4055 or email indiaint@aol.com

Meeting at the Wyndham, Playhouse

Square, 1260 Euclid Ave, 3rd floor

Church phone: (216)-544-1684

We welcome all to hear the

good news of Jesus Christ !

Every Sunday: Worship 9:30 a.m.; Bible studies 11:00 a.m.

Jesus:Bringing Peace, Building

Hope, Bridging nations

Change will not come if we wait for some other person
or some other time. We are the ones we’ve been waiting
for. We are the change that we seek.

          – Barack Obama
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Shiva-Vishnu Temple
Presents

(25th Anniversary Fundraiser)

Legendary Bhajan &  Ghazal

Tickets: Grand Sponsors: $2500(16 Tickets); Sponsors: $1000 (8
Tickets); Patrons: $500(4 Tickets); Other: $100, $50, $30; Students Only:
$15 (Student ID at Entrance)
For purchasing tickets and other Information, Please Contact: Vinita Saggar ($50)
440-526-1995; Manhar Shah ($30/$15) 440-915-4921; Bireswar Patnaik            330-452-
8336; Lakshminarayanan 330-262-5339; Swati Desai 440-506-0409;     Ritu Mahna
216-577-3210;Usha Muralidhar    440-570-4113; Swati Sathe 440-796-5950; Batuk
Modi($100) 440-623-5164; Rupa Parikh 440-937-7640; Anjan Ghose 216-214-4317; Ajay
Chadda 216-544-6505.

Friday, 22 June, 2012 at 8:00PM
at INDEPENDENCE MIDDLE SCHOOL

6111 Archwood Road, Independence OH 44131

Maestro Anup Jalota

Please visit: www.tasteofkeralam.com

A South Indian Take-Out Restaurant
 5850 Mayfield Road, Mayfield Heights, Ohio-4412

Phone  440-461-9212, 440-461-9242 Fax 440-745–6686
E-mail: spillai@tasteofkeralam.com ; akumar@tasteofkeralam.com

 We serve authentic Keralite cuisine using fine ingredients and family
recipes passed down through the years, at affordable prices.

A few dishes from our menu list:
Samosa:Single $0.75,Over 25: $0.70, 50& above: $0.65 each
Iddly (Four) with Sambar ....................... $3.99

Iddiyappam with Chickpea Curry.............. $3.99
Three Chapattis(Roti) with Veg.Curry........ $3.99
Vegetable Biriyani ................................. $5.49
Three Chapatti (Roti) with ChickenCurry.... $4.99
Iddiyappam with Chicken Curry................ $4.99
Chicken Biriyani .....................................$6.49
Fish (Kingfish) Curry .............................. $5.49 And more..

Timings:
Tuesday through Friday 11AM to 9PM

Saturday 12Noon to 9PM; Sunday 12Noon to 7PM
Monday - Closed

Taste of Kerala

New York / Chicago –Mumbai/Delhi
From any city in US Lowest fares Confirmed seats

Reserve Seats Today Free Ticket delivery anywhere in US
Call Ranjit Dhillon: 330-467-6711 Cell: 216-401-1322

For your convenience, we can answer your calls in English, Hindi & Punjabi

ASIAN TOURS & TRAVEL

Support a Child’s Education in India: visit

www.ashanet.org

Authentic Indian Cuisine 
180 W. Streetsboro St #5 

Hudson, OH 44236

Phone: 330-653-6640

Lunch, Dinner and Carryout
Catering Available for all occasions 

All-You-Can-Eat Buffet EVERYDAY! 
Time: Mon-Fri (Lunch) 11:30- 2:30

Mon-Fri (Dinner) 5:00-10:00
Sat-Sun (Lunch) 12:00-3:00
Sat-Sun (Dinner) 5:00-10:00

Jaipur Junction
of Hudson

is now open!

Email: jaipurjunctionhudson@gmail.com

Website: jaipurjunctionhudson.com 

�Comprehensive Care
   for the Whole Family
�Cosmetic Dentistry – Lumineers®

� Invisalign
�Mini Implants — Denture Retention
�Periodontal Treatments
�Oral Surgery/Wisdom Teeth
�Early & Evening Appointments
�All Major Insurance Plans Accepted
�Financing Available

Dr. Sandeep Kumar & Dr. Jyoti Sagar
440-843-1500, 440-843-1540

(Southland Shopping Center)
6849 C Pearl Road Middleburg Heights, OH 44130

Emergency and Walk-Ins Welcome!

Accepting New Patients

The best in dental care is right
in your neighborhood.

Our staff offers the most gentle,
complete care available.

$79 for exam, xrays
and regular cleaning

TruSmiles Dental



INDIA
INTERNATIONAL

Volume 11, Number 6
JUNE, 2012

PUBLISHER & EDITOR

Prakash N. Sinha

India International is published
monthly from Cleveland, Ohio, USA.
It is distributed  free  in  Greater
Cleveland and surrounding areas.
Yearly subscription is $10 for home
delivery.
 Copyright  2012   India  International
Inc.  Reproduction of  any  article,
report or photograph without Editor’s
written permission is prohibited.

PAGE  4 JUNE, 2012INDIA INTERNATIONAL

Published by

India International Inc.
Business & Editorial office:

1801 East 12th Street
Suite 1721

Cleveland, Ohio 44114
Phone: 216-781-4055

E-Mail: indiaint@aol.com

 India International is a secular
and independent newspaper — a
newspaper that doesn’t belong to
any religious, political, social, cul-
tural group or society, a newspa-
per that’s truly independent.

It aims to create a better under-
standing between Asian-Indian
Americans, other ethnic groups,
and the mainstream American so-
ciety. We believe that mutual un-
derstanding fosters friendship,
harmony and peace.

America is a beautiful mosaic of
many cultures and faiths. Asian-
Indian Americans are all proud
Americans and believe in Ameri-
can values — freedom, equality,
tolerance, and respect for each
other. Amid all its diversity in
America, there is a unique unity
that we aim to uphold and pre-
serve.

India International supports
basic human values and upholds
the dignity of all human beings –
values that are above religion and
politics. We believes in universal
brotherhood !

India International seeks to pro-
mote close friendly relations be-
tween the United States and India,
the two largest democracies.

India International also seeks to
help preserve and promote the
precious Asian-Indian  culture,
heritage  and values.  And it seeks
to uphold the pride and prestige
of  Asian-Indian Americans, as well
as others’.         – Publisher

Why
India International ?

Foreign funds (cheque or wire
from overseas bank account or
currency or travelers cheque)

On USD deposits: 3%-4%
depending on term On Euro
deposits: 3%-4.5% depending on
term On GBP deposits: 4%-5%
depending on term

Principal and interest can be
freely repatriated.

Interest is tax free in India.
However, it would be taxed in your
country of residence depending
on tax rules applicable there.

No currency risk as you invest in
foreign currency and withdraw in
the same currency.

NRE savings account
(foreign funds or certain
repatriable rupee funds)

7-9% depending on
amount, term and bank

Principal and interest
credited to NRE savings
account and can be freely
repatriated.

Interest is tax free in India.
However, it would be taxed
in your country of
residence depending on
tax rules applicable there.

Currency risk exists. If
rupee depreciates further
at time of maturity and
repatriation, you will lose.

NRO savings account
(local rupee earnings)

7-9% depending on
amount, term and bank

Principal and interest will
be credited to the NRO
savings account. Balance
in NRO savings account
can be repatriated up to
USD 1 million per financial
year.

Interest is taxable. Tax is
deducted at source at
30%.

Currency risk exists. If
rupee depreciates further
at time of maturity and
repatriation, you will lose.

Features

Interest
Rate

Source of
Funds

Repatriability

Currency
Risk

Tax
Impact

NRO Term Deposit NRE Term Deposit FCNR Term Deposit

NRO, NRE or FCNR Term Deposits

Which One to Pick?
The rupee has been in slide

mode for some time now and
in order to arrest that fall, the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
been taking several steps to attract
dollars into the country.

One slew of changes were
introduced in December 2011 when
the central bank deregulated
interest rates on Non Resident
Ordinary (NRO) savings accounts
and Non Resident External (NRE)
term deposits.

As a next step, last month, the RBI
also freed up interest rates on the
Foreign Currency Non Resident
(FCNR) Account. The result: a
significant spike in interest rates on
all these accounts.

For NRIs, this is great news.
They now have a choice of 3
attractively-priced term deposit
accounts in India: NRO, NRE and
FCNR. The table gives you a
snapshot of the features of the
three types of term deposit
accounts.

Data from the RBI suggests that
FCNR balances have always
lagged behind balances in the NRE
accounts. As of Feb 2012, while
FCNR balance was at $15.54
billion, the same in NRE accounts
was $29.94 billion.

Certif ied Financial Planner
Gaurav Mashruwala says, “The

NRE account allows an NRI to
maintain a savings as well as term
deposit account while FCNR is only
a term deposit. Perhaps this, and
the fact that NRE accounts are
rupee accounts, makes it
operationally convenient for
investors to opt for the NRE term
deposit.

Another issue is that not many
investors may be aware of the
FCNR deposit since for the longest
time, interest rates were barely
around 1%.”

But today, given the volatile
relationship between the rupee and
the dollar, FCNR deposits, with
deregulated interest rates, might
provide a currency hedge to
investors.

How to choose: Over the years,
the RBI has made repatriation fairly
liberal. While you can freely
repatriate NRE and FCNR
balances, NRO account balances
are repatriable  up to US$ 1 million
per financial year. So this feature
may not be an important
consideration for most. What would
be important though are tax and
currency risk.

Check tax impact
Interest on the NRO account is

taxable and for NRIs, tax is

deducted at source at 30%. In case
of a Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement (DTAA) between India
and other countries, this TDS (tax
deducted at source) rate would be
lower.

For instance, the DTAA between
India and the US lays down a TDS
rate of 15% on interest from
deposits in India. These deposits
may also be taxed in the country of
your residence.

The US, for instance, taxes global
income of its residents and citizens.
However, if tax has been deducted
at source in India, the investor will
get a credit in the US for taxes paid
in India.

Interest on the NRE account and
FCNR account are tax free in India.
However, countries like the US,
which levy tax on global income of
its residents and citizens, will tax this
income.

So, while interest on NRE and
FCNR accounts maybe tax free in
India, a US resident or citizen would
have to add this interest to his total
income in the US tax return and pay
taxes thereon.

For NRIs in tax free zones like the
Gulf region, the NRE and FCNR
option would work best. For
residents of the US, the choice
would depend on the tax slab
applicable in the US.

Assess currency risk
Currently, the rupee-dollar

relationship is extremely volatile. In
such times, currency risk is an
important consideration while
making investments in India.

Let us consider an example to
understand this. You invested $
20,000 in a rupee deposit when the
rupee was at 53. Let us say that at
maturity, after 1 year, the rupee
touches 55. Here are your gains:

Principal: $20,000 or Rs
10,60,000; Interest @8%: Rs
84,800; Maturity: Rs 11,44,800 or $
20815; Gain in dollars: $ 815 or 4%

Thus, if the rupee slips to 55 at
the end of one year, your 8%
interest rate would translate into a
net 4% gain after currency
adjustment. If the rupee were to slip
further, say to 56, your net gains
would further drop to 2%.

Instead, had you invested in a
dollar deposit, your gains would
have been 4%, irrespective of
currency movement.

Conversely though, if the rupee
appreciates, say to 51, then your net
gains from the rupee deposit would
be 12%.

The outlook for the rupee remains
uncertain as it is reeling under the
impact of a widening capital account
deficit, a slowing economy, fears
about policy reforms and
uncertainty about taxation of foreign
investors.

In such a scenario, the choice of
deposit would depend on the risk
profile of the investor.

Virat Diwanji, Executive Vice
President and Head of Branch
Banking, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
advices, “In the current scenario,
FCNR dollar deposits would suit
more to an investor who is
completely risk averse and looking
at investing in India with an at least
three- year horizon.

However, NRE deposits at current
attractive rates may prove to be a
better option if one is willing to take
the currency risk since the rate
differential between an NRE deposit
and FCNR is about 500 basis points
for 3 year tenure and even higher
for lower tenures.”

Mashruwala adds, “If you are
certain that you will repatriate the
maturity proceeds, then it is best to
invest in the FCNR as you protect
yourself against currency risk.
Conversely, if you are certain that
your investment will remain in India,
NRE would be a better choice.”

–Deepa Venkatraghvan (TNN)

MUMBAI: Buffetted by a sliding
Indian rupee and surging dollar
demand for imports, the Reserve
Bank of India recently eased some
curbs to attract dollars from NRIs
and scrapped the interest rate
ceiling on exporters’ foreign
currency credit. But the measures,
aimed at taking the steam off the
currency, may only provide
temporary relief, analysts say.

The central bank raised the cap
on interest rates offered by banks

on non-resident Indians’ deposits to
make it attractive for those who
earn less than 2% in most parts of
the Western world.

Aiming to attract long-term
money, the cap on three- to five-
year deposits has been raised to 3
percentage points above
international benchmark rates from
1.25 percentage points. For less
than three years, it wil l be 2
percentage points, raised from 1.25
percentage points. These are for

the so-called FCNR (B) deposits,
where the bank bears the currency
risk since it will repay the depositors
in US dollars.

With the benchmark London Inter-
Bank Offered Rates, or Libor, at
1.05% for 12 months, NRIs could
earn 3.05% in US dollars on their
deposits up to three years. For
longer maturities, it could go up to
4.05%. Libor is the rate at which
banks in London intend to lend to
each other, and is used to price

bonds and loans worth trillions of
dollars.

But these higher returns may still
not lure NRIs in droves since
transaction costs, convenience and
tax rates play a role.

“It will help improve the sentiment
at least in the near term,” said
Parthasarthy Mukherjee, president,
treasury and international business
operations, Axis Bank. “And banks
will be able to lend more freely now.”

Reserve Bank of India Reaches Out to NRIs to Lift Rupee
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4996 Foote Road, Medina, Ohio 44256 Fax: 330-721-7644

Practice areas
include:
Immigration;
Litigation;
Creditor Rights
and Collections
Providing quality legal

services for your
business or personal

needs for over 79 years.

A firm of attorneys practicing in North East
Ohio with four law offices throughout the
region.

Duriya Dhinojwala, Esq.
dhinojwala@ccj.com

Phone: 330-723-6404 (Ext. 518)

Critchfield, Critchfield
& Johnston

 www.ccj.com

When you, your friend or neighbor are living in own
house or apartment and not willing to live in a
nursing home, but still need assistance contact

our company. Our Nurses and Home Health Aides can help
you through a difficult period in your life. Home Health
Aide services include: personal care, homemaker services,
meal preparation, shopping and light housekeeping.

Health Care, LLC
6325 York Road, Suite 101,
Parma Hts. OH 44130
Ph:440-888-8888Fx:440-888-8895

N O W  H I R I N G:  Home Health Aide

WE are currently hiring  Home Health Aides  to provide
health care at patient’s home. When your family
members, friends or neighbor needed care you   can

help them in their house and have extra income.
             We offer: Competitive  pay; medical insurance for
full-time employee, great working  environment; flexible work
hour’s opportunities to expand your skills; good benefits;
management that cares about you.

Please contact our Representatives:
Ms. Gothai Jayaraj, Indian Volunteer, 216-661-7550

Ms. LeHang Truong, Asian Liaison,
TEL: 614-668-2065

E-mail: lehangthitruong@yahoo.com

Nationwide

Follow Your

Compiled by  Aditi Sinha

Featuring Himalayan Cusine
Only Indian Restaurant serving Dumpling (Momo)

26703 Brook Park Rd. Ext.,
North Olmsted, OH 44070

Ph: 440-779-5774, Fax: 440-779-7433
Lunch Buffet: Tue.-Fri. 11:30 am – 3pm:

Only $ 7.95 (more than 20 items)
Lunch Buffet: Saturday- Sunday– 12 pm–3 pm:

Only $10.95 (more than 24 items)
Dinner: Tue- Sat. 5 PM - 10Pm; Sun. 5Pm - 9 Pm.

Carryout and Catering for all occasions.
WE MEET AND BEAT ALL OTHER CATERING

Flavors of India

Hold fast to dreams, for

if dreams die, life is a

broken winged bird

that cannot fly.

            –Lanston Hughes

The man with a
toothache thinks
everyone happy whose
teeth are sound. The
poverty-stricken man
makes the same
mistake about the rich

man. –George Bernard

Shaw (1856-1950, British
dramatist

The shortest way to do
many things is to do
only one thing at a

time.        –Richard Cech

Believe you can and

you’re halfway there.

         –Theodore Roosevelt

The trouble with not
having a goal is that
you can spend your life
running up and down
the field and never

score.      –Bill Copeland

Destiny is not a matter
of chance; but a matter
of choice. It is not a
thing to be waited for.
It is a thing to be

achieved.

     –William Jennings Bryan

A man’s happiness or
unhappiness depends
as much on his
temperament as on his
destiny.  –Francois de La

                 Rochefoucauld

The only reason we
don’t have what we
want in life is the
reasons we create why
we can’t have them.
                –Tony Robbins

Change your thoughts
and you change your
world.      –Norman

                  Vincent Peale

Dreams...

Picture Quiz

1. Over three thousand years
old and the capital of modern
India?

A. Delhi       B. Kolkata
C. Mumbai  D. Hyderabad

2. This mega-metropolis in
the east of the country and
home of Mother Teresa for
many years. It was first city in
India with an underground
railway system.

 A. Delhi        B. Cochin
 C. Kolkata    D. Bangalore

3. What financial capital,
known formerly as Bombay,
is the centre of India’s film
industry?

  A. Mumbai    B.  Goa
  C. Lucknow   D. Kolkata

4. What is the home of the Taj
Mahal and former capital of
India?

  A. Agra        B. Jaipur
  C. Kolkata    D. Salem

5. What is the main seaport of
the state of Goa and centre of
the former Portuguese colony?

  A. Vasco-da-Gama B.Cochin
  C. Bangalore           D. Mumbai

6. What is the capital of Madhya
Pradesh and the site of an
ecological disaster in 1984?

  A. Jaipur   B. Jammu
  C. Bhopal  D. Punjab

7. What city is situated in the
northeast of the country in the
state of West Bengal and is
surrounded by tea plantations
on all sides?

   A. Goa           B.Chennai
  C. Darjeeling   D.Cochin

8. Situated in the north in the
state of Gujarat, it is one of
the major industrial cities of
India and the site of major
rioting at the end of February
2002?

 A. Ahmedabad  B. Kashmir
 C. Karachi        D. Lucknow

9. Once named Madras, what
city is situated on the east
coast and is the capital of
Tamil Nadu?

 A. Mangalore B. Chennai
 C. Mumbai     D. Hyderabad

10. Capital of Andhra Pradesh
and one of the largest cities
in India. There is a sizable city
in Pakistan of the same name.
What is it?

 A. Cuttack        B. Delhi
 C. Hyderabad  D. Bangalore

Do you know 10 cities in India? Don’t worry, you
will. I give you clues about a city, you tell me which
one it is. Each city appears only once. Good Luck!

 India Quiz

Support primary education in India’s remote regions,

visit: www.Ekal.org

Where in India is this
famous palace, a major

tourist attraction ?
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FEDERATION OF ALIGARH ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS (FAAA)
Cordially invites you to a Banquet Dinner & Evening with

Lyricist, Social Activist, Renowned Poet and member of India’s Parliament
Mr. Javed Akhtar (evening’s keynote speaker)

Saturday, June 23rd, 2012, 6:30 - 11:30 p.m.
Dinner Catered by Saffron Patch, Akron

Venue:  The Radisson Hotel & Suites, Cleveland-East
35000 Curtis Blvd, Eastlake, OH 44095  Tel: (440) 953 8000

Tickets: $40.00/Person, Deadline to purchase Tickets: June 15, 2012

RSVP & information: Humera Khan (440)-442-8100; Tariq Haqqi (440) 461
4305; Qamar Khan (216) 464-8318; Khursheed Khan (216)534-2489;

Zahid Siddiqi (440) 238 3796; Shenaz Khan (216) 371-3690

� Secured Retirement Income for Life
� Reducing Income Taxes
� Zero Estate Tax  Planning
�  Programs to Manage Market Risk

Twenty-first Century Trusted Advisor
Associated Concepts Agency Inc.
First Financial Resources L.L.C.
Two Summit Park Drive, Suite #350
Independence, OH 44131

Call for a Free Initial Complimentary Consultation
216-642-9211 Office   Email: raogaruda@aol.com
216-642-9213 Fax      www.raokgaruda.com

Rao can assist you in evaluating your investment objectives,
And help you reach your unique retirement financial goals

Member Ed Slott
Senior Elite Group

Financial Services for your Secured

Income Retirement Planning

“Securities offered through Gradient Securities, LLC (Shoreview, MN 866-991-1539).
Member FINRA/SIPC.”  First Financial Resources, LLC and Associated Concepts Agency
Inc., is not an affiliate of Gradient Securities, LLC.

Rao K. Garuda, CLU, ChFC

The International Hindi Association, Cleveland Chapter, Executive Committee members with the poets at the Kavi Sammelan in Cleveland on May 18, 2012.

Three poets from India
kept the audience
laughing through a Hindi
poetry session organized
by the International Hindi
Association (IHA) at Shiva
Vishnu Temple, Parma, on
May 18, 2012.

Hasya Kavi Sammelan
2012 featured three
renowned poets from India
who had the evening filled
with rip-roaring humor and
heart-warming recitals.
The temple’s Patel Hall
was full to capacity.

Dr. Anoop Kapoor,
President of IHA-NE Ohio,
kicked off the evening by
a comic introduction of
each poet, thus setting the
tone for the Hasya Kavi
Sammelan.

The lead poet Gajendra
Solanki from Delhi with
abundant humor in his
poetry started the Kavi
Sammelan and triggered
laughter among the
audience. He invited Dr.
Sarita Sharma, a poetess
from Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh, for reciting
Saraswati Vandana. This
was Mr. Solanki’s fifth trip
to the USA and Ms.
Sharma’s first trip. Dr.
Sarita Sharma had both
charming lyrics and a
captivating voice to keep
the audience mesmerized
with her engaging poetry
of Shringar Ras.

The third poet Sanjay
Jhala from Jaipur is one
of the leading humor
poets of India. He kept the
audience laughing
continuously with his
poetry filled with satire
reflecting on the political
and social fabric of India.

The three poets with a
unique blend of Veer Ras,
Shringar Ras and Hasya
took turns to provide a
variety of verse for the
audience.

It seems no Hindi hasya
kavi sammelan is
complete without jokes
about Lallo Prasad and
India’s Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. The
jokes about Laloo’s
confident stupidity and
Manmohan Singh’s
unflinching loyalty to Sonia
Gandhi sent the audience
roaring with laughter.

Dr. Gajendra Solanki
has published several
books including “Bhor Ki

Kiran,” and “Kranti
Kalash.” He has been a
consultant to the Indian
Censor Board, and has
performed in Australia,
France, Great Britain,
Trinidad and Surinam. He
has also performed on the
BBC London and Radio
Sabrang (Denmark). Dr.
Sarita Sharma known as
“Geet aur Gazlon kee
Mallika” has published
“Peer ke Saton
Samunder,” and “Teree
Meera Jaroor ho Jaun.”
Dr. Sanjay Jhala has
recently published “Tu
Daal Daal Main Paat
Paat,” and “Brasht Jagat
Satyam Jagat Mithya”.

Dr. Gulab Khandelwal, a
Hindi poet of international
recognition, presided over
the function. He also
recited some of his
exquisite ghazals and
beautiful poems.

Dr. Anoop Kapoor, at the
conclusion of the
program, thanked his
Executive Committee
team members. “The
huge success of the event
is due to the extraordinary
teamwork as well as the
dedication and
enthusiasm of all team
members.” He also
thanked all the sponsors
and donors for their
generous contributions for
the program.

Hindi Poets From India
Present Exquisite Lyrics,
Create Plenty of Humor

Dr. Sarita Sharma stole
the show with her beauti-
ful lyrics and melodious
singing.
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Laxmi Groceries
& Spices (All Indian Groceries & Vegetables)

6339 Olde York Road, Parma Heights, OH 44130 (Next to Udupi Cafe)

Tel: 440-842-2402   Fax: 440842-2403

Store Open All Seven Days: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
We accept Ohio Food Stamps

Welcome to our store for Low Prices & Quality Products
All varieties of Groceries & Frozen Foods * Appliances

Ready-to-Eat Foods* Puja Items * Sweets & Snacks
Fresh Vegetables* DVDs & CDs: Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Malyalam & much more...

  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~    COMMUNITY NEWS   ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~

“Cultural Expectations of Indian Wives:
How to recognize signs of an Unhealthy
Relationship” was the topic of discussion
at the first AAIWO Chai Chat event of
2012, organized by The Association of
Asian Indian Women in Ohio (AAIWO)
at the Community Center in Solon, Ohio,
on April 22, 2012.

Cleveland author, AnishaDurve, was
invited to talk about her new book, “The
Power to Break Free: Surviving
Domestic Violence, With a Special
Reference to Abuse in an Indian
Marriage.” Anisha talked about the social
taboos of divorce and domestic violence
that exist in the South Asian Community;
the psychology of abuse; the dynamics
and nuances of abuse that keep a victim
trapped in an unhealthy relationship; her
own personal struggle for freedom and
how it inspired her to write the book.

As a survivor of DV, Anisha discussed
the challenges faced by victims by
bravely sharing her own personal
experience with the audience. She
commented on how, despite being a
strong, well-educated, and successful
professional, she gradually surrendered
herself to her abuser, in the name of love.
She described how her deep desire to
preserve the sacred institution of
marriage at all costs, along with the
stereotypical expectations of an ideal
Indian wife,  and the cultural taboos
surrounding divorce, kept her trapped for
many years in an abusive marriage. And
finally, Anisha shared how she found the
courage to break her silence, and the
power to break free.

A vibrant discussion and Q&A session
followed her talk.  “Very interesting and
an enlightening event”, commented one
attendee; “I am happy that finally such
serious issues are being openly
discussed in our community. This,

perhaps, will encourage people to seek
help”, said another. “Bringing such
taboos out of the closet will help us
recognize and accept the issue of
domestic violence as a real problem that
needs to be addressed as a group”,
suggested one member of the
community.

“We are looking to fill the void in many
ways,” added AAIWO President Margaret
Gonsalves. “Currently, we have an active
singles group that meets regularly, and
we are starting a support group for
women in abusive relationships.”
Gonsalves further commented,
“Interacting in this group will allow women
to share their experiences and seek
help.”

I applaud AAIWO for organizing the
event highlighting the difficult and
disturbing issue of domestic violence. An
event well-attended, strong attendance,
meaningful audience participation, and
positive feedback are encouraging signs
of a growing recognition of the issue
among the community.

Most South Asian victims of domestic
violence in US are reluctant to seek help.
The fear of community reaction and
social judgment, and the fact that family
support is usually half-way around the
globe, keeps victims trapped in an
unhealthy and potentially dangerous
situation for years. Events such as this
are needed on a regular basis to address
the issue of violence and abuse in a
domestic relationship. We need to raise
awareness in our community to
recognize and accept its prevalence and
stark reality. Not only do we need to come
together as a group to condemn and
prevent domestic violence, we also need
to organize tangible support services to
help empower the victims of this
insidious, and very real, social injustice.

AUTHENTIC  INDIAN  CUISINE

9377 W.Sprague Rd, N.Royalton, OH 44133
Lunch, Dining & Carry-out

Catering Available for All Occasions

Fri-Sat-Sun: All-You-Can-Eat Lunch Buffet 12- 4 p.m.
Open 7 days 12 pm–10 pm

JaipurJunction

Phone: 440-842-3555
www.thejaipurjunction.com

AAIWO Chai Chat Focus On
Conjugal Relationship

By Niyati Gupta

Pro-Women Divorce Clause in India’s Law–See Page 10

Cleveland author AnishaDurve talks about her new book, “The Power to
Break Free: Surviving Domestic Violence, With a Special Reference to Abuse
in an Indian Marriage” at a gathering of the Association of Asian Indian
Women in Ohio, in Solon on April 22, 2012.

“Being Happy, No Matter What!”  Join Senior
Raj Yoga Teacher, Sr. Mary Freidland,
Coordinator of the Brahma Kumaris, Chicago,
and learn how the nourishment of happiness
can transform a person from weak to powerful,
make difficult things easy, and heavy things
light.  She will reveal why remaining happy and
sharing happiness with others is a great act of
charity and how no matter what happens, our
happiness should not be lost (at any cost).

Shiva Vishnu Temple invites you to a
discourse by the Brahma Kumaris:

Friday, June 29th, 2012 7:00-8:30p.m.  Please be on time.

Sister Mary
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Neha of Cleveland Is  Runner-Up at  All-US
Miss India International Beauty Contest

Miss Neha P. Gosalia of Cleveland  was the second runner-
up at the Miss India International Beauty Pageant held at
Madison Hotel in Morristown, New Jersey, on May 6, 2012. 

She also won the “Best Interview” prize.
Contestants from L.A., Chicago, NY, NJ and Ohio competed in a

series of rounds ranging from fitness wear, fashion wear, Indian
dress, and a Question-Answer round.  Neha represented Ohio.

Pageant judges included Indian actress Kalpana Pandit, CEO of
Bravura Magazine, Tirusha Dave, White House correspondent
Tejinder Singh, and VP of Operations at IND TV Harry
Romana. Developed by Dr. Juhi Jagiasi, a connoisseur of arts, the
pageant aims to empower women to be confident and be leaders
in their communities. 

 Neha grew up in the west side suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio.  She
graduated with honors from Midpark High School (Middleburg
Heights), and attended Cleveland State University, graduating with
a business degree with a double major in finance and marketing. 
She currently works for the U.S. Treasury.

“It was a great experience where I learned a lot and met some
wonderful women. I was proud to represent my hometown of
Cleveland at the pageant.  Though I didn’t bring home the crown, I
walked away inspired, motivated, and positive. Thanks to my
amazing parents Pradip and Punita Gosalia and brother Paras
Gosalia for supporting me through the journey.  Special thanks to
all my friends across the community and throughout the country
who believed in me.  I look forward to doing more for my community
and inspiring others to do the same.  Stay tuned, Cleveland!”,  said
Neha on her return to Cleveland.

Neha Gosalia at the beauty contest

The winners, from left to right: 1st Runner-Up Juhi Vyas, the winner
Neetu Gupta, and 2nd Runner-Up Neha Gosalia. (All wearing
fashion dresses designed by Parna Ghose of Pure Elegance.)

Photos by Rafael David Ortiz
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Good, better, best,
Never let it rest,

Until your good is better
and your better is best.
                        –Tim Duncan

NEW DELHI: Gold prices
breached Rs 30,000 mark for
the first time on June 2 on
heavy buying by stockists and
retailers amid strong overseas
trend, triggered by global
financial uncertainty which
has increased the metal’s
appeal as a safe investment
haven.

Gold shot up by a hefty Rs.
960 to touch a record high of
Rs 30,300 per 10 grams in line
with global rally where it
jumped the most in 10
months.

Traders said gold, both of
99.9 and 99.5 per cent purity,
recorded the biggest single
day gain of Rs 960 each to Rs
30,300 and Rs 30,160 per 10
grams, respectively.

Sovereign also shot up by
Rs 350 to Rs 24,200 per piece
of eight grams.

Marketmen said signs of
weakening job growth in the
US and deepening euro-zone
debt crisis has increased
metal’s appeal. Increased
demand from investors further
fuelled the trading sentiment,
they added.

In New York, gold jumped
4.24 per cent to $1,626.30 an
ounce, the biggest rise since
August 8.

Gold prices in global
markets usually set the trend
in the domestic markets.

Silver, in the bullion market
here, also rose by Rs 650 to
Rs 54,550 per kg in the local
market. In New York, the metal
rose by 3.5 per cent to USD
28.68 an ounce, the largest
gain in two weeks.

Gold at
 Rs.30,300

in India

Mumbai: The rupee on June
1 gained a whopping 54 paise
to end at 55.54 against the
dollar.  On May 30, it had
recorded a low of 56.52
against the dollar.
  The Indian rupee fell 0.3
percent on the week, adding to
eight straight weekly losses,
making it the rupee’s worst
losing streak since the week
ending 26th October, 2008.
Concerns have increased
among rupee investors after
India’s March quarter GDP
growth slowest to its lowest in
a decade.

Rupee at
55.54

Against $
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At MetLife, we understand that providing a secure
financial future is just as important. For over 140
years, generation after generation, MetLife has been
a trusted partner in protecting the ones you care about
most. With the financial strength of America’s leading
life insurer, you can feel confident that you have
established a financial legacy for your loved ones. To
learn more, call me today.

Ranjan Jagetia, CPA, MBA
Financial Services Representative
Investment Advisor Representative
21891 Forbes Road
Oakwood Village, OH 44146
(440) 786 - 3758
rjagetia@metlife.com

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 200 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10166 ©2011 PNTS ©2011 Metropolitan Life Insurance Company L0511180991[exp0613][All States] 1103-0718

It’s not just about
touching feet,
it’s about passing
down values.

Aapki zindagi mein
aapke saath

4851 West Erie Avenue,
Lorain, OH 44053

Tel:  440-282-5090,
Cell:  440-773-1114,

Toll Free: 1888-854-9547
E-Mail:

bindiyadecor@gmail.com
www.bindiyadecor.com

(A subsidiary of Jamish Corp.)

For Your
Memorable
Wedding

Celebration

Bindiya Decor

Try the Rest
and Come
to the Best

Ohio’s Largest Selections of
Wedding Mandap, Mehndi

& Sangeet Decorations

Call
Mukesh Desai
440-773-1114
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NEWS FROM INDIA ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

NEW DELHI: India’s
state of Bihar has
emerged as the fastest
growing state for the
second year running,
clocking a whopping
13.1% growth in 2011-12.

Not just that, on the
back of four years of
double-digit growth, its
economy is now bigger
than that of Punjab—until
recently the preferred

destination of Bihari
migrant workers.

Among the top five
states, Bihar is followed by
Delhi and Puducherry.
Mineral-rich Chhattisgarh
and Goa complete the top
five growth listings,
according to data
available from the ministry
of statistics.

Gujarat—a favored
destination for investors,

both domestic and
foreign—is again out of
the reckoning for the top
five slots, expanding 9.1%
during the last financial
year, according to data
submitted to the Planning
Commission on June 1.

Among the more
industrialized states, only
Tamil Nadu was ahead of
Gujarat with 9.4% growth
(estimated at 2004-05

Bihar is Fastest Growing State at 13.1%
prices).

Punjab, known as the
grain bowl of India for
many years, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka,
both Information
Technology (IT) hubs,
and Uttar Pradesh, the
country’s most populous
state, clocked growth
that was lower than
India’s GDP growth of
6.5% in 2011-12.  (TNN)

MUMBAI: Dr. Aniruddh
Malpani, an infertility expert
in Mumbai, often invokes
playwright George Bernard
Shaw’s conversation with
French actress Sarah
Bernhardt when inundated
with elitist requests from
couples seeking sperm
donors. “Just think
Monsieur... a child with my
looks and your brains!”
Bernhardt is said to have told
Shaw. To which he had
famously quipped, “But
Madam, what if he is born
with my looks and your
brains?”

In India, it’s well known that
couples shopping for sperm
demand both looks and
brains. What isn’t so well
known, despite being fairly
commonplace, is a more
outrageous request: caste-
based sperm. Three years
ago, Dr Saurav Kumar, a
Patna gynecologist, created
a furore when he told a
newspaper that childless
couples insisted on knowing
the caste of sperm donors.
But while one may be
tempted to assume that caste
biases are entrenched only in
states like Bihar, the city’s
inferti l i ty experts insist
otherwise.

Dilip Patil, founding
president of Trivector, an
infertility solutions firm, says
there is a definite preference
for Brahim donors in Mumbai.

“Even among Muslims,
couples want to know
whether the donor is Sunni or
Shiite,” he says. “However,
going by Indian Council of
Medical Research
guidelines, we reveal only the
religion of the donor, not the
caste.”

Patil, who dismisses
requests about caste as
“byproducts of the Indian
mindset”, happily obliged
varying queries about
educational and professional
backgrounds, extra-curricular
preferences and linguistic
skills until a woman perched
on stilettos tick-tocked into
his clinic with a bizarre
request a few months ago. “A
Page 3 personality walked in
with a strange chart in her
hand. There was a list of
Bollwyood actors such as
John Abraham and Emraan
Hashmi and each of them
was graded as A+, A, B+ and
so on. She asked my staff if
there were donors in these
graded categories and
insisted that she was ready
to pay anything. We told her
that we could not accept such
demands; this was not a clinic
for designer babies,” says
Patil, who was on the medical
research team for the recent
film on sperm donation called
Vicky Donor.

Perhaps the designer baby
syndrome is inspired in elite
sperm shoppers by what

happens abroad, where, says
Dr Malpani, couples have the
option of going through a
whole “shopping catalogue”
with details of various sperm
donors. In India, however, the
donor remains anonymous.

All that couples are told is
that it is “a young, healthy and
fertile physical match”. Yet,
they persist. “They want to
match the primary
characteristics such as
height, skin and color with
their husband. Mostly, they
want someone who is taller
and a shade fairer than their
husband,” says Malpani, who
points out that this may be a
“very consumeristic”
approach.

While most couples are
concerned about medical
history of the donor (Patil’s
clinic produces the medical
history of three generations of
the donor’s family), skin color
is another priority. “Certain
communities prefer a fair-
skinned donor,” says Dr Pai,
adding that couples want
them to find the closest skin,
hair and eye color match.

During his fellowship in a
semen bank in Australia
around ten years ago, he had
observed that they would
bear the race of the donor in
mind as the physical
characteristics could differ
depending on this. Similarly,
in India, where the physical
features of people from the

North-East may differ from
other regions, “we have to
isolate donors based on
these considerations”, he
says.

While in a majority of
cases, it is the gynecologists
who contact sperm banks
and request for semen
samples based on the
client’s height, skin and hair
color preferences, some
high-flying couples,
especially NRIs, visit the
sperm bank personally in
their desperation.

Infertility specialist Dr Arun
Patil, partner at Medilabs, a
leading sperm bank, says
that around ten per cent of
his clients, who come from a
higher socio-economic
strata, are curious about the
donor’s background. Among
these are people who ask for
“the name of the college the
donor went to” and tend to
favor prestigious institutions
such as IIT and IIM.

Some leave their photo-
graph at the sperm bank so
that the doctor can find the
closest match.

In 2008, when Dilip Patil
tried to popularize the
concept of sperm donation in
India through an awareness
booth at IIT’s annual Mood
Indigo festival, it was, he
says, “an anti-climax”. “The
students were so shy that
they changed their lanes
while passing by the stall,” he
says. Patil, whose real-life
anecdotes about convincing
people to donate sperm
made it to Vicky Donor, says
that he used references
about sperm donation in
ancient mythology, props and
money (Rs 500 per sample)
to convert donors.

The success of the film,
says Patil, has vindicated
Mumbai’s community of
sperm donors. One
indication is in the increasing
number of walk-in donations.
“We had a 43-year-old father
who was keen to donate his
sperm. We told him he was
too old to be a donor,” says
Patil, “so he sent his son the
next day.”   (Mansi Choksi &
Sharmila Ganesan Ram,
TNN)

NEW DELHI: Bowing to pressure from women’s
activists, the government of India has made some
crucial amendments to divorce laws, giving women half
a share in the husband’s residential property
irrespective of whether it was acquired before or during
the marriage. The amendment was cleared by the Union
Cabinet on May 17, 2012.

The wife’s share in other assets owned by her
husband - movable and immoveable property - has
been left to the discretion of the judge.

Another amendment cleared by the Cabinet allows
for the six-month cooling period, required for divorce
filed under mutual consent, to be waived off by the judge
only if both husband and wife agree. In the original bill,
the period could be waived off if even one of the parties
sought it: another feature that was opposed by women’s
groups.

The amendments are part of the Marriage
(Amendment) Bill that seeks to amend the Hindu
Marriage Act, 1955 and the Special Marriage Act, 1954.

The bill seeks to introduce irretrievable breakdown of
marriage as a condition for divorce through mutual
consent.

This is the first time that a woman’s share in marital
property has been made part of the marriage legislation.
So far, the wife’s right to property was recognized but
alimony and compensation were decided by the courts.

“The amendment will give a woman right to 50% of
the residential property owned by her husband even if
it is acquired before the marriage. This will ensure that
the woman is not left without a roof over her head in
case divorce is given through mutual consent. However,
division of other property, money, assets will be decided
by the courts,’’ sources said.

However, some of the activists remained unhappy with
the bill, saying it remained biased against women
despite the changes the Union Cabinet cleared on May
17. Former Rajya Sabha member Brinda Karat said this
legislation would “compromise the future rights of
women in a marriage’’.

Karat, along with parliamentarians and others, had
met law minister Salman Khurshid on Tuesday to press
home the point that restricting a woman’s share only to
residential property would be unfair.

They argued that the woman’s right to property was
established under law and she should have an equal
right to all property acquired during marriage. “There
has been some change but it is not enough. This is a
very poor substitute and should not be passed in the
name of a pro-woman legislation,’’ Karat said.

Pro-Women
Divorce Clause
in India’s Law

Childless Couples Seek Caste-Based Sperms

MUMBAI: Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg has not
marked his relationship
status as “married”. His wife
Priscilla Chan has. He has
no picture of them as newly-
weds on his page, she does.
It’s fine for the couple after
the billionaire-founder of the
world’s most popular social
networking site tied the knot
about a couple of weeks
ago, but in a small town in
Tamil Nadu, a similar
“failure” by a man to update
his “basic info” on Facebook
is being cited by his wife as
grounds for cruelty.

In Mumbai, a young couple
stood in front of a family court
judge last week. Their
complaint against each other
was that the other was
always glued to Facebook.
The judge reprimanded them,
then counselled them.

They finally admitted that
they still did like each other,
resolved to not “unfriend” and
to give their marriage another
shot.

Some marriages may get
saved, but Facebook, which
a recent survey in UK blamed
for nearly a third of all
divorces, is leading to a rise

in face-offs in family courts
across India too.

“Facebook is fast becoming
a reason why many
marriages are faltering,” said
celebrity divorce lawyer
Mrinalini Deshmukh.

As divorce petitions get
peppered with the mention of
Facebook and printouts of
web pages, the reason is not
merely because couples
spend more hours
individually on the site,
Deshmukh said. “Spending
more time, especially at night
before bedtime, with friends
on Facebook or merely

playing games on the site is
no doubt eating into couples’
together-time or intimacy.
More pertinently, if someone
wants to have an affair or flirt,
then FB is an easy place to
do it.

People also use the ‘friend
finder’ to re-unite with school
or college friends and some
really unite. One couple
opted for mutual consent
divorce when her husband
found his former love on FB,”
the lawyer explained.

Facebook posts, photos
are now court evidence:
“There are now FB widows

and ‘spending time on
Facebook’ is replacing
‘spending time online
watching porn’ as grounds
for cruelty,’’ said Deshmukh.

Neela Gokhale, a divorce
advocate, recounts that in
Pune, a woman found her
husband “obsessed with FB
and ‘adding’ women friends.
She has filed for divorce”.
Facebook posts and
pictures are being used as
evidence in courts.

Facebook actually throws
up proof of infidelity through
pictures posted on friends’

Facebook Face-offs Trigger Divorce Cases Across India

(Continued on Page 15)
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  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ News from Cleveland and Across USA ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Washington: Indian-
American students have
swept the prestigious
National Geographic
Bee, bagging the top four
positions of this year’s
tough national
competition, where US
President Barack Obama
played a quizmaster.

Rahul Nagvekar (14)
from Texas bagged the
first position, by beating
13-year-old Vansh Jain
from Wisconsin at the
finals of the annual
competition held May 24,
2012. Both are class
eighth students.

The third and fourth
positions went to Varun
Mahadevan from San
Francisco and Raghav
Ranga from Arizona
respectively.

Nagvekar has won a
$25,000 college

scholarship, l ifetime
membership in the
National Geographic
Society and a trip for two
to the Galapagos on an
expedition aboard the
National Geographic
Endeavour.

Second prize winner,
Jain received $15,000
college scholarship.

T h i r t e e n - y e a r - o l d
s e v e n t h - g r a d e r
Mahadevan, who took the
third place, got $10,000
college scholarship, while
14-year-old eighth-grader
Ranga, who bagged the
fourth place, took $1,000,
an official release said.

 The winning question
was: “Name the Bavarian
city located on the Danube
River that was the
legislative seat of the Holy
Roman Empire from 1663
to 1806?”, which

Nagvekar won by
correctly answering as
“Regensburg”.

“It was a guess, a 50-50
chance. It just happened
to be a good guess”
Nagvekar said after the
competition.

 President Barack
Obama asked one
question this year via
video, quizzing the young
contenders on their
knowledge of recent
events. Obama asked
which Asian capital city on
the Han River hosted a
gathering of world leaders
in March for a Nuclear
Security Summit. The
answer to which was
“Seoul”.

Obama said that
studying geography is
“about more than just
memorizing places on a
map”.

Indian-American Teenagers
Sweep This Year’s National

Geographic Bee

CHENNAI:  The sharp
depreciation of the rupee
has spooked the parents of
students studying abroad.
   With the rupee on May 18
plunged to a new low of
54.89 vs U.S. dollar, many
of them are an anxious lot.

Most parents preferred to
pay the term fees in
installments and now are
literally paying the price for
it. They said they did not see
it coming and were
wondering how they would
manage as they still had to
pay for the living expenses
even if they took care of the
fees. “Most students, who
go overseas for higher

education, are from the
middle or upper middle class
families. Now, they find
themselves forced into a
hand-to-mouth existence.
Increasing their allowance by
even $50 is becoming more
difficult,” said Chandrika
Sagar, mother of Praveen,
who is pursuing an MS in
Thayer School of
Engineering in the US.

In Praveen’s case, an
educational loan covers his
entire tuition fee unlike in
India. Students abroad use
downloaded study materials,

borrow books and even get
hand-medowns. So even
though the tuition fee may not
pinch, living expenses will.

Some parents who paid the
fee at one go were relieved.
K R Maalathi, mother of
Pavithra, a student of the
London School of
Economics, said, “I couldn’t
afford the collateral security
the banks asked for giving my
daughter an educational
loan. So I paid her fees
myself. I made the decision
to pay the entire tuition fee at
one go. At that time, I found

it quite difficult but now I think
it’s the best move I made.”

Overseas education agents
said that though universities
give a waiver for upfront
payment of fees, most
parents (70%) prefer to pay
it in two to three installments.

 “With the rupee
depreciating by more than
20% since January, the
difference between last
term’s fee and this term’s has
run into five digits. I did not
take this into consideration
when I planned the annual
budget,” said Siva

Subramanian, whose son
studies in Germany.

With the currency fall
singeing pockets, students
are now looking for free
lunches. “My friends, who
don’t have a kitchen in their
house, head to the ISKCON
temple for a free meal,
because a simple breakfast
costs around 10 pounds.
Sometimes the academic
pressure doesn’t allow us
time to make even a simple
sandwich at home,” said
Priyanka Bhavanishankar,
who studies at LSE.

Agents say this increase in
expenses is unlikely to result
in students dropping out, but
could drive many to take up
part-time jobs. “Most
countries allow students to
work a certain number of
hours during the weekdays
and full time during the
holidays. The local
population doesn’t want to
work in the weekends, so
many Indian students take
advantage of this facility,”
said Naveen Chopra of The
Chopras, an overseas
education agency.

Rupee’s Fall Hits Indian Students Abroad

Visitors at the India International booth at the Cleveland Asian Festival May 19. The festival’s diversity also featured Indian dances, music and food.

OXON HILL, Maryland:
Snigdha Nandipati, a 14-
year-old Indian-American
from San Diego spelled
“guetapens,” a French-
derived word that means
ambush, snare or trap, to win
the 85th Scripps National
Spelling Bee on May 31 night.
She beat out eight other
finalists in the nerve-wracking
competition.

A coin collector and
Sherlock Holmes fan,
Nandipati aspires to become
a physician or neurosurgeon.
She also plays violin and is
fluent in Telugu.

A semifinalist last year,
Nandipati became the fifth
consecutive Indian-
American winner and 10th
in the last 14 years, a run
that began in 1999 when
Nupur Lala won and was
later featured in the
d o c u m e n t a r y
“Spellbound.”

Her father, Krishna Rao,
said Snigdha first showed an
interest in spelling as early as
age 4. As she rode in the car,
he would call out the words

he saw on billboards and she
would spell them.

In the run-up to the bee,
Nandipanti studied 6 to 10
hours a day on weekdays and
10-12 hours on weekends, a
regimen that she’ll need to
maintain to get through
medical school, her father
said.

“She says this is harder
than being a neurosurgeon,
maybe,” said her mother,
Madhavi.

Stuti Mishra of West
Melbourne, Florida, finished
second after misspelling
“schwarmerei”, which means
excessive, unbridled
enthusiasm.

While many spellers
pretend to write words with
their fingers, the 14-year-old
Mishra had an unusual
routine, she mimed typing
them on a keyboard.
Nandipanti and Mishra
frequently high-fived each
other after spelling words
correctly during the marathon
competition.

Coming in third for the
second consecutive year was

Arvind Mahankali of Bayside
Hills, New York. At 12, the
seventh-grader was the
youngest of the nine finalists.
He has one more year of
eligibility remaining, and he
pledged to return.

“I got eliminated both times
by German words,”
Mahankali said. “I know what
I have to study.”

Nandipati’s prize haul
includes $30,000 in cash, a
trophy, a $2,500 savings
bond, a $5,000 scholarship,
$2,600 in reference works
from the Encyclopedia
Britannica and an online
language course.

The week began with 278
spellers, including the
youngest in the history of the
competition, 6-year-old Lori
Anne Madison of Lake
Ridge, Virginia.

The field was cut to 50
semifinalists after a computer
test and two preliminary
rounds, and Lori Anne was
two misspelled words away
from a semifinal berth. The
tiny, blue-eyed prodigy said
she’d be back next year.

Indian-American Girl Wins
National Spelling Bee contest
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USEFUL INFORMATION FOR THE COMMUNITY

Hartford Lending Group, LLC

�Act now before the rates go up �Get an easy access to some of
the best wholesale rates in Ohio by contacting us.

450 W. Wilson Bridge Rd. Ste. 150, Worthington, OH 43085
NMLS#55261 License # MB.803842.000  An Equal Housing Lender

Can Communicate in English, Hindi or Punjabi for
your mortgage refinancing or purchase needs.
mmehta@HartfordLending.com 

Contact Manu Mehta, a Licensed
Mortgage Consultant with extensive
mortgage industry experience, for a
confidential consultation at 216-374-8186  

*APR is based on rates available on 6/1/12 for a $200,000 conventional loan amount. The APR
on your loan may differ depending on your final loan amount and other factors. Rates are subject
to change without notice.  Please call 216-374-8186 to get more personalized numbers and
information

30-year fixed rate of 3.5% with 3.74% APR;
20-year fixed rate of 3.5% with 3.84% APR
15-Year fixed rate of 2.875% with 3.30% APR*

Still paying a higher rate on your mortgage

and missing out on $avings every month?

CLEVELAND, Ohio – Ohio
Attorney General Mike
DeWine has filed a lawsuit
against K&R Marketing LLC,
doing business as Fix My
Mortgage Problem.

 The lawsuit charges the
business and its owner with
multiple violations of Ohio’s
consumer laws, including
failure to deliver.

“This company was
misleading consumers,”
Attorney General DeWine
said. “Consumers said they
paid fees for loan
modification help, but never
received assistance.
Homeowners who are trying
to prevent foreclosure on

their homes should avoid
businesses that charge up-
front fees for their services.”

K&R Marketing LLC is
located at 192B E. Wallings
Road, Broadview Heights,
Ohio. All of the complaints the
Ohio Attorney General’s
Office has received are from
out-of-state consumers.

 Christopher Bray, the
owner of K&R Marketing, told
consumers that he would
work with their mortgage
companies to modify their
loans for up-front fees
between $500 and $1,000.
After accepting the down
payment, Bray did little to aid
consumers and did not

Attorney General DeWine Sues
Cleveland-Area Foreclosure

Rescue Company

� Do not pay up-front fees for help in avoiding foreclosure or obtaining mortgage
relief. By law, companies are prohibited from charging and accepting fees for
mortgage assistance relief services until consumers receive and accept a loan
modification offer from their lenders.
� Research a business before giving it any money or information. Check to see
if consumers have filed complaints with the Ohio Attorney General’s Office and
check a company’s reputation with the Better Business Bureau. Don’t use a loan
modification business that charges upfront fees.
� Contact Save the Dream Ohio. Call 888-404-4674 or visit
www.savethedream.ohio.gov for free foreclosure assistance.
� Consumers who believe they have been treated unfairly should file a complaint with
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office at www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov or by calling 800-
282-0515.

provide refunds.
The Attorney General’s

lawsuit charges K&R
Marketing and Bray with
multiple violations of the
Consumer Sales Practices
Act, including failure to
deliver and failure to provide
refunds.

It also charges the
business and its owner with
violating the Debt Adjusters
Act by offering loan
modifications and charging
fees greater than allowed by
law.

The lawsuit seeks a
permanent injunction,
consumer restitution, and
civil penalties.

(COLUMBUS, Ohio) – Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine has filed a lawsuit against
Florida telemarketers FBK Products and FBK Holdings (collectively FBK), and their
principals, Gary Kranz, Steven Kranz, and Marc Rona, for calling Ohio consumers who
were on the National Do Not Call Registry and violating Ohio’s consumer laws.
   “When consumers sign up for the Do Not Call Registry, they expect most telemarketing
calls to stop,” DeWine said. “But in this case, consumers kept receiving calls even after
they told the business to stop calling. It’s unacceptable, and we will continue to go after
telemarketers that take advantage of Ohio families.”
   More than 100 Ohio consumers have filed complaints about FBK with the Attorney General
or the Federal Trade Commission’s Consumer Sentinel. Most complaints involve do-not-
call violations. 
   The Attorney General’s lawsuit charges the businesses and their principals with violations
of Ohio’s Consumer Sales Practices Act and Telephone Solicitations Sales Act. Specific
counts include failure to comply with do-not-call laws and failure to register as a telephone
solicitor in Ohio. In the lawsuit, the Attorney General seeks injunctive relief, civil penalties,
and consumer restitution.

DeWine Offers Consumers the Following Tips
for Handling Unwanted Telemarketing Calls:
� Put your phone number on the National Do Not Call Registry. Your registration is
permanent, but if your phone number changes, you must register your new phone number.
Register at www.donotcall.gov or by calling 888-382-1222.

� Ask to be put on a business’s internal do not call list. In addition to the National Do Not
Call Registry, telemarketers must maintain an internal list of consumers who ask them to
stop calling.

� Watch for scams and don’t trust caller ID. In some cases, unwanted calls come from
scam artists located out of the country. “Spoofing” is when scammers use technology to
conceal their true phone number and trick consumers into thinking the call is from a local
business or financial institution. Listen to the content of the call, and be wary of callers who
ask for personal information or money sent via wire transfer or prepaid cards.

� Consumers who believe they have been treated unfairly should file a complaint with
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office at www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov or by calling 800-
282-0515.

Telemarketer Sued for
Do Not Call Violations

DeWine’s Advice to Consumers

�  India International is the largest Asian-Indian newspaper in
Ohio
� 10,000 plus people read India International  every
month
� It is your best connection to the  30,000-strong, educated, afflu-
ent  Asian-Indian community in Northeast Ohio

    Call  216-781-4055  or e-mail  indiaint@aol.com

Advertise with India International
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Riddle
Corner

Compiled by
Aditi Sinha

If you enjoyed this piece, you’ll love Melvin’s humorous novel “Bala Takes the Plunge,”

available in North America through Amazon.com and McNallyRobinson.com

Humor is mankind’s greatest blessing.  –Mark Twain

The Humor of Melvin Durai

LIFE CAN BE SO FUNNY !

Melvin Durai is a
Manitoba-based writer
and humorist, author of
the humorous novel
“Bala Takes the Plunge.”
A native of India, he
grew up in Zambia and
has lived in North
America since the early
1980s.

Read his humor blog at http://www.Nshima.com
Write to him at comments@melvindurai.com

My wife and I have
thought about
adoption for a few

years and we finally decided
that the time was right.

So with help from a local
organization, we recently
welcomed a 4-year-old into
our family. She’s so cute and
loving — you’ll be amazed
how many compliments
we’ve received — and we
wouldn’t change a thing
about her, except perhaps
her habit of barking at the
mailman.

And even that isn’t so bad.
She barks at him only on
those days he puts bills in
our mailbox. And she usually
waits until I’m done barking
at him.

She’s a black Labrador
Retriever-Rottweiler mix and
her name is Legacy. She
came with that name, but I
think it’s appropriate that she
has the same name as our
old car (Subaru Legacy),
because just like that car,
she’s parked in one spot
most of the day. And
sometimes we need to jump
her to get her going.

We adopted her from an
organization that rescues
stray dogs from up north.

They held an adoption fair
and we went to check out the
dogs. Within an hour or so,
we were heading home with
our new dog. They had asked
us to fill a form and called one
of our references, but it still
amazed me how easy it was
to adopt a dog.

Had we tried to adopt a kid,
the process would have taken
months — and that’s just to
get the “Official Certificate of
Intention to Adopt and Raise
a Baby Goat.”

Trust me, adopting dogs is
much easier than adopting
goats. My wife wants to raise
goats (and other animals),
but we’d have to move
outside the city to do so.

Having dogs and cats in the
city is fine, but the moment
the neighbors hear a “baaaa”
or “maaaa” from your yard, a
city official will be at your
door, saying “naaaa.”

He’ll want to take your goat
away and no amount of
pleading will make him
change his mind, because
not only have you violated the
city’s rules, it’s also been a
long time since he had goat
stew.

That’s the good thing about
having a dog. Nobody’s going
to want to eat your dog, not
even that Korean couple
down the street. (Most Asians
do not eat dog, never mind
that the Beijing Bookstore
keeps running out of copies
of “Canine Casserole and
Other Delicious Dishes.”)

Another good thing about
having a dog is all the
exercise you’ll get. You need
to walk your dog a few times
a day, unless you have a

particularly smart dog and
have managed to train it to
use your toilet. (A squat toilet
is ideal for this. After your dog
has been there for a few
minutes, you can turn to your
spouse and say, “Oh, look —
he didn’t do squat.”)

Most dogs are like hot dog
vendors — they prefer to do
their business outdoors. I
have to clean up after Legacy
a couple of times a day. I
don’t mind it too much, but
she has a strange way of

saying ‘thank you’ – kicking
back dirt in my face.

She actually thinks she’s
covering up her mess with
the dirt, but if it was
acceptable to do that, you
can bet I’d be walking
around with a big bag of
sand — and my neighbor’s
kids would be building
castles on their lawn.

If you have a dog, you can’t
be overly concerned about
hygiene. The other day, my
wife took Legacy for a walk
near a river and spotted a
fish rotting in the sun. And
what does a dog do when
she sees a rotting fish? Yes,
she rolled around on it. I
don’t blame her.

After all, it’s not every day
that a dog gets to wear
perfume. Not just any old
perfume, but “Scent of Fish.”

The male dog at the end
of our street went absolutely
crazy when Legacy walked
past his fence. I could tell,
from his expression, what he
was thinking: “Come to me,
my love. You smell so
delectable. I could lick you
all over.”

Adopting an Adorable Four-Year-Old

Too Much is Too Much

A fellow was very much
in love with a beautiful
girl.
   One day she told him
that the next day was
her birthday. He told her
he would send her a
bouquet of roses... one
for each year of her life.
  That evening he called
the local florist and
ordered 21 roses with
instructions that they be
delivered first thing the
next morning.
   As the florist was
preparing the order, he
decided that since the
young man was such a
good customer, he would
put an extra dozen roses
in the bouquet.
   The fellow never did
find out what made the
young girl so angry with
him.

Transportation in
Heaven

And it came to pass that
an angel came up to three
newly-dead  men  and
said, “You are all to be
allocated a method for
transportation around

heaven. You will be
judged on your past
deeds, and will have your
transport chosen
accordingly.”
   The angel looked at the
first guy, Dave, and said-
“You, Dave, were a bad
man in life. You cheated
on your wife four times!
For this, you will drive
around Heaven in an old
beat-up Dodge.”
  The angel next looked
at the second guy, Jon,
and said- “You were not
as sinful, but you still
cheated on your wife
twice. For this, you will
forever travel around

heaven in a Toyota
station wagon.”
   The angel finally looked
at our hero, Sam, and
said- “You, Sam, have set
a fine example. You did
not have sex until after
marriage, and you never
cheated on your wife. For
this, you will forever
travel through heaven in
a Ferrari.”
   A short time later, Jon
and Dave pulled up in
their cars next to Sam’s
Ferrari. There he is,
sitting on the bonnet, his
head in his hands, crying.
  “What’s wrong, Sam?”
they asked. “You got the

Ferrari! You’re set
forever! Why so down?”
  Sam looked up, ever so
slowly opened his mouth,
and said, “I just saw my
wife go by on a
skateboard.”

Peer pressure

A reporter interviewed a
104-year-old man.
  “And what do you think
is the best thing about
being 104?” the reporter
asked.
  “No peer pressure,” he
replied.

Get Better Soon

A retired man who
volunteers to entertain
patients in nursing homes
and hospitals went to one
local hospital in Brooklyn
and took his portable
keyboard along. He told
some jokes and sang
some funny songs at
patients’ bedsides.
   When he finished he
said, in farewell, “I hope
you get better.”
   One elderly gentleman
replied, “I hope you get
better, too.”

Rabbit Care

A woman bought my sons
a pet rabbit after they
promised they would take
care of it. As expected,
she ended up with the
responsibility.
 Exasperated, one
evening she said, “How
many times do you think
that rabbit would have
died if I hadn’t looked
after it?”
   “Once,” her 12-year-
old son replied.

All desirable things in life are either illegal,
banned, expensive or married to someone else!

Hi folks:
Remember last
month’s riddles?
I didn’t mean to
make a fool of you.
Just wanted to give
you a break...from
using your brain !
Here are this months
riddles...the easy
ones.

1. In this teaser your
job is to try and
discover a shorter
word within the given
word that relates to the
theme. The word must
be an extension of the
‘theme’ word. The
letters of the hidden
word are NOT
jumbled.
Example:
T h e m e :
NIGHT______
S n e a k y = ( N I G H T
SKY)

Theme: DAY _______
1. Jacob = ? (DAY
_______)
2. Clapboard = ? (DAY
_______)
3. Champagne = ?
(DAY _______)
4. Orange = ? (DAY
_______)

2. Ryan and Craig
were identical twins
born in Seattle in
1961. Ryan was born
before Craig, but
according to their birth
certificates, Craig was
older than Ryan. How
come?

3.  What is this?

Sticker
Bum

Sticker Sticker
Bum Bum

Sticker Sticker Sticker
Bum  Bum  Bum
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Answers to
India Quiz

Answer to Picture Quiz:

Hawa Mahal, Jaipur
ANSWERS
to RIDDLES

Hawa Mahal (Palace of
winds) is situated in the
heart of Jaipur city in

India’s Rajastahn state. It is a five
storey structure and was built
Poet-King Sawai Pratap Singh in
1799.

The most sensational
monument in the city of Jaipur, the
palace overlooks one of Jaipur’s
main streets and was originally
constructed to offer women of the
court a view of the activities taking
place in the bazaar and the
surrounding streets behind stone-
carved screens.

The site offers superb views of
the city, including the many old
palaces and houses which were
painted ocher-pink for the 1853
visit of Prince Albert.

This five-storey, pyramid-
shaped structure is made up of
small casements, each with tiny
windows and arched roofs,
beautifully modeled and carved.

These screened windows serve
the dual purpose of guarding the
women of the palace, and providing
efficient air-circulation in the
building, the reason why it is called
the Hawa Mahal (Hawa meaning air
in Hindi).

There is a total lack of
ornamentation on the inner face
of the building. The chambers are
plain and more mass of pillars and
passages leading to the top
storey.

Famous for it’s Beehive like
structure, the entrance to the

Hawa Mahal is in the rear side of
the main building, the front portion
of the building having no entry at
all, unlike conventional buildings.

The Hawa Mahal is made of red
and pink sandstone, beautifully
outlined with white borders and
motif’s painted with quick lime.

This five storey building of
unusual architecture designed by
Lal Chand Usta, is a stunning
example of Rajput artistry made
of red and pink sandstone,
beautifully outlined with white
borders and motif’s painted with
quick lime. Its facade from the
road side makes Hawa Mahal look
more like a delicate screen than
a palace.

This five-story, pyramid-shaped
structure has tier after tier of 953
small casements, each with tiny
lattice worked (Jali) pink windows,
small balconies and arched roofs
with hanging cornices, exquisitely
modeled and carved.

It is particularly striking when
viewed early in the morning, lit
with the golden light of sunrise.

Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh, the
ruler of Rajasthan of the
Kachwaha clan, was the original
planner and builder who built the
Jaipur city in 1727.

However, it was his grandson
Sawai Pratap Singh, son of
Maharaja Sawai Madhosingh I,
who built the Hawa Mahal in 1799
as a continuation of the Royal City
Palace.

1.
A. Jacob = JOB (DAY
JOB)
B. Clapboard = LABOR
(DAY LABOR)
C. Champagne = CAMP
(DAY CAMP)
D. Orange = ONE (DAY
ONE)

2.  Ryan and Craig were
born in the fall on the day
that the clocks are set back
one hour. Ryan was born
at 1:45am. Craig was born
30 minutes later. Since the
Clocks were set back at
2am, Craig’s official time of
birth was 1:15am.

3.  A Bumper Sticker
    Lit.  A  bum per  sticker

1. Over three thousand years old
and the capital of modern India?
Answer: Delhi
New Delhi was originally built as
capital by the British with a
population projection of 70,000. By
June 2002, that precise area
housed just over eight million
residents!

2. This mega-metropolis in the east
of the country and home of Mother
Teresa for many years. It was first
city in India with an underground
railway system.
Answer: Kolkata
Eden Gardens (a cricket ground)
has a capacity of over 100,000
people.

3. What financial capital, known
formerly as Bombay, is the centre
of India’s film industry?
Answer: Mumbai
Bombay was given to King Charles
II of England by the Portuguese as
part of a dowry when he married
Catherine.

4. What is the home of the Taj
Mahal and former capital of India?
Answer: Agra
The capital moved from Agra to
Delhi in 1634.

5. What is the main seaport of the
state of Goa and centre of the
former Portuguese colony?
Answer: Vasco-da-Gama
Vasco de Gama was the
Portuguese seafarer who set out on
a voyage around the Cape of Good
Hope in 1497.

6. What is the capital of Madhya
Pradesh and the site of an
ecological disaster in 1984?
 Answer: Bhopal
The Bhopal gas leak resulted in
thousands of deaths.

7. What city is situated in the
northeast of the country in the state
of West Bengal and is surrounded
by tea plantations on all sides?
 Answer: Darjeeling

8. Situated in the north in the state
of Gujarat, it is one of the major
industrial cities of India and the site
of major rioting at the end of
February 2002?
Answer: Ahmedabad
Mahatma Gandhi was born in the
state of Gujarat.

9. Once named Madras, what city
is situated on the east coast and is
the capital of Tamil Nadu?
Answer: Chennai
Chennai is a major airline hub and
one of the world’s fastest growing
cities.

10. Capital of Andhra Pradesh and
one of the largest cities in India.
There is a sizable city in Pakistan
of the same name. What is it?
Answer: Hyderabad
Hyderabad is one of the largest
cities in India with an area of 650
square kilometers (250 sq mi)
having a population of 6.8 million.
The metropolitan area has 7.7
million residents, making it the
fourth most populous city and the
sixth most populous urban
agglomeration in India.

pages, said Arthi P S, a Chennai-
based divorce lawyer, who believes
that distraction in a marriage is
endemic, it is just that the mode has
changed for most with Facebook.

In Chennai, a woman dragged her
husband to court after she found a
picture of him in a “compromising”
position with another girl on the
page of a friend of her friend. “It was
a recent picture,” she claimed, citing
it as evidence. He is denying the
charges in court.

Senior lawyer Sunil Mittal from
Delhi said: “Photographs posted by
friends or even husbands and wives
are finding their way into divorce
battles in a big way.”

Families frown at “inappropriate
status updates, comments and
photographs”, said veteran family
court lawyer Tara Hegde.

“People tell the court one thing,
but post the truth online. Facebook
exposes a person for what he or she
really is,” Hegde said.

A lawyer said Facebook has
opened avenues to help reinforce
suspicions. In Mumbai, a woman,
newly married, refused to
consummate her marriage. Her
husband was patient, said advocate
Hegde, till he stumbled on to her FB
profile page — it had pictures of her
with many male friends. Now, he
has fi led for annulment with
Fcabook pictures as evidence.

The Bandra family court right now
is struggling to figure out where to
even send summons to a “wife” who
a man says he married after
meeting on the Facebook.

According to a celebrity divorce
lawyer, Facebook is fast becoming
a reason why many marriages are
faltering.     (TNN)

(Continued from Page 10)

Facebook
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Q&A
Attorney Margaret

Wong  Answers

Your Questions

Margaret Wong & Assoc.
co. LPA, recognized as
one of the country’s lead-
ing Immigration law
firms, has been practic-
ing for the last 29 years
and has successfully
represented   thousands
of clients.

Tending to All Your

Question: Can a person
in India, whose family-
based immigrant visa
application is being
processed, come to the
U.S. on a J-1 visa for a
short time?

Answer: It is unlikely that
a foreign national, who is
going through the
immigrant visa application
process overseas, will be
able to obtain a J-1 visa
even for a short period of
time.

 The J-1 Exchange
Visitor program allows for
approved foreign nationals
to participate in a
temporary work-based or
study-based exchange
program.  To qualify for a
J-1 visa, the foreign
national must show that he
or she has a residence in
a foreign country that he or
she does not intend to
abandon.  In short, the
applicant must
d e m o n s t r a t e
“nonimmigrant intent.”

However, if he or she has
an approved family-based
immigrant petition, or is
currently applying for an
immigrant visa, which
implies the intent to reside
permanently in the United
States, then it is unlikely
that the individual would be
able to meet the
“nonimmigrant intent”
requirement.

Furthermore, certain J-1
exchange visitors are
subject to a two-year home
residence requirement.  If
the U.S. government or the
individual’s own

government financed any
part of that individual’s
exchange visit, or if the U.S.
has deemed that the
individual’s home country
clearly requires that
program’s skill or
knowledge, or if the
individual will be
participating in graduate
medical education, then
after the exchange visit the
individual will be required to
reside in his or her home
country for at least two
years before immigrating to
the U.S.

While there are ways in
which to obtain waivers of
the two year home
residence requirement, the
Department of State will not
likely issue a J1
nonimmigrant visa in a
circumstance where the J1
applicant has an approved
immigrant visa on his or her
behalf, or is in the midst of
immigrant visa processing.

Therefore an individual
should carefully consider
whether an immigrant visa

J-1 Visa petition should be filed on
his or her behalf if intending
to participate in a J-1
program.

Question: How long can I
remain outside the U.S.
without jeopardizing my
permanent residency sta-
tus?
Answer: In order for one to
be considered as properly
maintaining legal perma-
nent residency (LPR) sta-
tus, a green card holder
must be maintaining a per-
manent residence in the
United States. If one is out-
side the U.S. for a period
greater than either six
months or 180 days, the
immigration inspector may
start questioning whether
the permanent residence
has been abandoned.

Being outside the U.S. for
such periods of time can
also be a problem when
applying for U.S. citizen-
ship.

If such an individual just
makes an annual or bian-
nual visit/s to the U.S., it
may appear over time that
s/he is spending more time
abroad than in the U.S., and
actually is living and work-
ing abroad.

Then the individual is at
risk of losing LPR status. If
one plans on an extended
stay outside the United
States, it is possible to ap-
ply for a reentry permit be-
fore leaving the U.S., valid
for a maximum period of
two years.

 Although such a permit
would not guarantee reen-
try to the United States, it
would greatly facilitate it.

New York:  An Indian
diplomat’s daughter, who was
jailed for a day on suspicion
of sending obscene emails to
her teacher, has fi led a
lawsuit against the city of
New York and her school
authorities seeking USD 1.5
million in damages for her
wrongful imprisonment and
suspension from school.

Krittika Biswas, 18, the
daughter of Vice-Consul in
the Consulate General of
India in New York Debashish
Biswas, was detained and
arrested in February last year
on the grounds that she had
sent “offensive and sexually
threatening” emails to her
teachers in Queens’s John
Browne High School.

Ms. Biswas’s lawyer Ravi
Batra fi led the 118-page
lawsuit, which has 10 federal
counts and 16 New York state

counts, in the US District
Court Southern District of
New York May 7. The suit
seeks at least  $500,000 in
compensatory and a million
dollars in punitive damages,
in addition to other relief.

The lawsuit is against 11
parties including the city of
New York, the city’s
Department of Education and
some of its officials, the
principal and teacher
concerned of Ms Biswas’s
school and New York City
police commissioner
Raymond Kelly.

“Hopefully, this lawsuit will
aid all 1.1 million students in
New York City schools to
avoid false criminal charges
and illegal suspension by
NYC Department of
Education when they are
actually innocent, while
helping commissioner Ray

Kelly make NYPD even
better,” Mr Batra said in an
emailed statement to PTI.

The case had garnered
significant media attention
and India had conveyed its
concern to the US authorities
over Ms Biswas’s arrest and
treatment. India’s then-
ambassador Meera Shankar
had said the case had been
taken up “very seriously” with
the US government.

The lawsuit details the
circumstances that led to Ms
Biswas being handcuffed and
her forced imprisonment for
approximately 28 hours “for
nothing.”

Ms Biswas was “forced to
be processed through the
criminal justice system, and
spent over 24 hours in jail
without being allowed to meet
her parents or visited by
senior Indian diplomats. All of

Indian Diplomat’s Daughter Files Lawsuit
Against New York City; Seeks $1.5 Million

this occurred, despite her
actual innocence as this was
a case of mistaken identity,”
Mr Batra said.

It states that Ms Biswas
was discriminated against
and falsely accused of
sending offensive e-mails
because of her ethnicity.

The school and police
authorities “selected Krittika
for false arrest and detention,
malicious prosecution,
suspension and disciplinary
treatment due to her race and
ethnicity as an Indian of
South east Asian descent,” it
said.

Ms Biswas was suspended
from her school and has
since returned to India, where
she is pursuing her college
studies.

The lawsuit said the student
who was actually responsible
for sending the emails to the

teachers was not charged
criminally nor arrested like
Ms Biswas was.

“The defendants
individually and collectively
wrongly, falsely and
unlawfully accused Krittika of
crimes and bad acts...
caused (her) detention and
arrest while Krittika was
actually innocent,” the lawsuit
said, adding that Ms Biswas
was “emotionally
traumatized” by her
suspension from school and
suffered physical injury due
to her arrest.

According to the lawsuit, a
police officer had threatened
Ms Biswas that if she did not
confess, she would “not
graduate from high school”
and would end up “in jail with
prostitutes and people with
HIV.”

US  Supports
Visas to
Qualified Indians

WASHINGTON: As India
announced plans to take the
issue of “discriminatory”
increase in US visa fees to
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO), Washington assured
it continued to fully support
the admission of qualified
Indians.
   The US and India “did have
a good and thorough
discussion” on the visa
issues in the context of
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton’s recent visit to India,
State department
spokesperson Victoria
Nuland told reporters last
month.
   As Clinton said it publicly
“Indians are the greatest
beneficiaries in the world of
both our L-1 visa program
and our H-1B visa program,”
she said when asked about
India’s reported move.
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