
 

 
Wednesday, March 7 

 
Thursday, March 22 

 
Friday, March 23 

 
MARCH 26—APRIL 2ND 

 
Tuesday, April  3RD 

 
 

 
5th & 6th Grade Choir Concert  7:00PM Auditorium 
 
End of the 3rd Quarter 
 
Teacher work day—NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
 
SPRING BREAK 
 
Students and staff return to school 

 

 

Coming Up 
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Mark your calendar! 

 

Ford Families: 

     We are rolling right along this school year.  We started off the month of March by having a calamity day.  I 
do believe spring is right around the corner!  Continue to think spring and don’t forget that we spring ahead 
one hour on March 10th.  

     I would like to thank all the families who attended parent teacher conferences this past week.  Please 
continue supporting the classroom initiatives and stick to the routines established for completing homework 
each night.  In the coming months, students will be completing the state assessments during the months of 
April and May.  We will send out more information as it gets closer to the testing window.   

     I would also like to congratulate the students for all their hard work during our reading challenge.  Students 
surpassed the goal of 1,000 books and read 1,300 books during the challenge.  I fulfilled my end of the 
bargain and braved the elements and spent the night in a tent.  It could have been much worse but the 
weather definitely cooperated.  Students did an amazing job and hopefully the activity sparked an interest in 
reading! 

     Please mark your calendars that school will be closed from March 23-April 2nd for our spring break.   

Sincerely, 

Mr. Mucha   

 

 

From the Principal 



 

 

 

 

Random Acts of Kindness Week Wrap-Up 

Thank you to all of our students and staff who took extra time each day during the week of 
Feb. 12 -16 to celebrate being KIND!  Student were asked to say “Hello” to 5 different people, say 
“Thank you” to show appreciation, give someone a compliment, and leave a positive note for 
someone.  We also saw a lot of red on Valentine’s and superhero shirts.  The participation was 
AWESOME!   

Don’t forget: students who are working on the Student Kindness Challenge, the grid is due 
on March 5.  Students who turn in a completed grid will have their name placed on a RAKstar 
wall. 

 

Testing is Coming! 

The Ohio State Tests (OST) are coming this spring.  Please add these dates to your calen-
dar to ensure good sleep, good breakfasts, and good attendance! 

                                                                         Tues., April 10 5th grade Reading 

                                                      Wed.,  April 11 5th grade Reading 

             Thu., April 12 6th grade Reading 

                                                          Fri., April 13 6th grade Reading 

 

            Tue., April  24 5th grade Math 

           Wed., April 25 5th grade Math 

             Thu., April 26 6
th
 grade Math 

               Fri., April 27 6th grade Math 

 

             Tue., May 1 5th grade Science 

            Wed., May 2       5th grade Science 
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                                          Team 6A News 

Our 5th and 6th grade Social Studies classes all entered a national 
essay writing competition through our local Berea Elks Lodge. The essay 
asked for students to submit an essay about ‘Why Our Military Veterans 
Are America’s Heroes’.  We are delighted that Ford had 3 out of 6 winners 
chosen from local intermediate schools Berea, Strongsville and Olmsted 
Falls.  Our 6A Team had winner BRECKYN DANIEL whose essay explained 
her honor of her father’s experience serving in the U.S. Navy as well as the 
pride she has for our Military Veterans and the service they have given us.  
This contest was supported by our 6A ELA teacher Mr. Beebe who helped 
instruct the mechanics of essay writing for this project.  
Brecken’s essay will be sent with others, to the Elk’s NE 
Ohio District and those winners move on to State and 
National completions.  Congratulations Breckyn, best of 
luck in these next levels of this contest! 

 

6B Team News 

As we head toward Spring, there is a lot of new learning going on for Team 6B! 

In Science class, students are learning about minerals, including how they 

form, how they are used, and the properties that can help us identify them. 

These topics will lead to our study of the different rocks that minerals make. By 

the end of the month, students will be on the lookout for a "pet" rock (details to 

come before then). In Mathematics, students will be learning how to work with 

ratios and rates, as well as focusing on fractions, decimals, and percentages. 

Advanced math students will be learning about the geometry of three-

dimensional shapes. In English Language Arts students continue to work on 

their reading and writing skills, and will be focusing on persuasive writing in the 

coming days. And in Social Studies, students will continue their studies of an-

cient civilizations. They are currently learning about the government, religion, 

class system, and achievements of the ancient Egyptians.  

 Congratulations to 6B student Elizabeth Halasz! Elizabeth is a member 

of the Pink Ladies Baton Corps and on February 25 her baton 

group, Poppin Pink, took First Place in their division at the Harbor 

Lites Baton Corps 2018 USTA . Contest! Even more impressive-

ly, this was Elizabeth's first competition after just over a year of twirl-

ing. We are proud of you, Elizabeth, and wish you and your team 

continued success as you head into your upcoming regional and state competi-

tions!   



 Another Week of Awesome With 6C Ford Titans  

Language Arts: We are working on our narratives and leads and conclusions. We practiced 

WordMasters this week and we influence students to study WordMasters. Advanced classes are 

working on TED Talks. Math: Reg: Greatest Common Factor (GCF) Adv: Inequalities and Review 

due Monday Pre Alg: Equations and Inequalities. Science: We worked on our cell models and 

learned about animal and plant cells. Social Studies: We finished our Mesopotamia simulation this 

week. We started the Ancient Egypt unit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter completed by Randi, Connor and Sydney this week.  

Upcoming Events *Choir concert is on March 7th  - *D.A.R.E 

Graduation Party is on March 9th  

Reminders *Fill out planner every day *Study WordMasters 

for ELA  

MARCH  - SELF INJURY AWARENESS 

 

Self – injury is a deliberate, non-suicidal behavior of harming the surface of your 
body to relieve emotional distress, anger and frustration.  Self-harm is not a 
mental illness but a behavior that indicates a lack of coping skills. Several 
illnesses are associated with it including borderline personality disorder, 
depression, eating disorders, anxiety or posttraumatic distress disorder. 

Self-harm occurs most often during the teenage and young adult years though it 
can also happen later in life. Those at the most risk are people who have 
experienced trauma, neglect or abuse. People who have friends who self-injure 
are more likely to begin to self-harm. 

While self-injury may bring a momentary sense of calm and a release of tension, 
it’s usually followed by guilt, shame and the return of painful emotions. 

Continued... 



Signs/symptoms of self-injury may include: Scars, fresh cuts, scratches, bruises 
or other wounds. Excessive rubbing of an area to create a burn, keeping sharp 
objects on hand, wearing long sleeves/long pants even in hot weather, difficulties 
in interpersonal relationships, statements of helplessness, hopelessness or 
worthlessness. 

Forms of self-injury: Cutting (cuts/severe scratches with a sharp object), 
scratching, burning (with lit matches, cigarettes, or hot sharp objects),carving 
words/symbols on skin, hitting/punching, piercing skin with sharp objects, pulling 
out hair, persistently picking at or interfering with wound healing. 

Self-injury usually occurs in private and is done in a controlled or ritualistic 
manner that often leaves a pattern on skin. Most frequently the arms, legs and 
front torso are the targets of self-injury, but any area of body may be used. 
People who self-injure may use more than one method to harm themselves. 

Did you know? Every 20 minutes a young person self-injures as a way of coping. 
One in 10 people have harmed by age 16. The average self-injurer begins at age  

Giant Eagle 
Apples for the Students: Three easy steps... 

1. Register your Giant Eagle Advantage Card at 
GiantEangle.com/AFTS 

2. Enter our School ID #2260 
3. Shop with your Giant Eagle Advantage Card 

Each time your Giant Eagle card is scanned through 
March 16, 2018, your purchases automatically 
earn funds used to obtain our overall educational 
needs 
 

Box Tops  
Bonus Apps on your phone, as easy as 1-2- 3… 

1. Find offers—buy products 
2. Scan your receipt 

Abitibi 
Paper Recycling:  This program is a simple and 
free service for communities to use for paper 
recycling. Distinctive green and yellow Paper 
Retriever bins are provided to encourage the 
community to bring its paper and put it into a 
convenient drop-off location.  We are not 
charge for the bins or the pickup of paper.  In 
fact, Paper Retriever pays us for the paper col-
lected in each bin, which in turn benefits our 
students.  To help us support Ford’s 5th & 6th 
graders, recycle the following items in the Abit-
ibi Paper Bins in our parking lot: catalogs, mag-
azines, newspapers, junk mail, office paper, fax 
paper, school papers, notebooks and folders! 
Visit their website for more information at 
www.paperetriever.com 

Support our Students 

Contacting Staff Members 

  Sometimes sending an email can be the most effective way to contact your child’s teachers.  
If you would like to contact a staff member go to www.berea.k12.oh.us  click on “District” and 
then “Staff Directory” on the left.  If you need assistance, just give us a call and we will talk you 
through it. 



This month featuring:   Teams 5E & 6E 

Meet the Staff 

My name is Denise White and I have been teaching for 29 years 
with the last 23 being right here at Ford! I earned my Bachelor's De-
gree in Elementary Education from Kent State University and my 
Masters Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Cleveland State 
University.   I am married and have two daughters -and two very 
spoiled puppies named Pebbles and Taylor.  When I'm not teach-
ing, it's no surprise that I enjoy reading but I also enjoy taking road 
trips with my family.  For longer trips you can find me at Disney 
World, my favorite place to visit.    

Hello, my name is Larry Cummins and I currently teach 5
th
 grade 

math and science on 5E. In my 25 year career, I have spent 23 years 
at Ford! I’ve taught Math, Science, English, and Social Studies, 
though most of my time has been in Math. I earned both my Bache-
lor’s and Master’s degrees from the University of Akron. I have two 
amazing sons, 15 and 13, who I enjoy watching play Lacrosse, bas-
ketball, and baseball. My favorite things to do are spending time with 
my sons going camping, 4-wheeling, fishing, boating, water skiing 
and just hanging out at the lake. In my spare time, I love to build 

things in my workshop. Recently, I just built a wooden canoe which actually 
floats! In the community, you might see me at Grace Church where I am actively 
involved.  

  

 Hi!  I am Mrs. Strauss and I teach Math and Science on team 6E. 
This is my 5th year at Ford, before that I taught 5th grade at BPM -my 
first year in the district I taught 7th grade Science here at Ford!  I 
have two daughters, Isabel (8) and Leila (5).  I also have a 
step- son, Abdel, who is 19.  I enjoy camping, being on the 
beach, smiley faces and paddle boarding.  I cannot wait 
for the warmer weather so I can get outside and enjoy na-
ture - I’m definitely a warm weather person!  Smile!   

My name is Becky Balzer. I teach language arts and social studies on 
6E. I grew up in Berea and attended Roehm and Berea High School. 
I am the youngest of 4 children. I enjoy reading, watching all Cleve-
land sports teams compete, spending time with my family and being 
outdoors in the sunny, warm weather. My 2 cats, Jack and Jill, are a 
constant source of entertainment. I hope to get a puppy once the win-
ter weather breaks. We will see how Jack and Jill feel about that! 



8 SMART Group 8:30AM 

      Pokemon Club 3:30-4:15PM Cafeteria 

9 6th Grade Percussion Club 7:45AM Room 903 

      6C to MHRec for DARE graduation 9:30-2:15 

12 Titan Trebles 7:45AM Room 901 

      Mileage Club 7:45AM Main Gym 

      Ford Fiddlers 3:20-4:15PM Room 905 

13 Lego Club 3:30-4:30PM IMC 

14 Computer Club 3:20-4:20PM Rooms 754 & 840 

      Stock Market Club 3:15-4:15 Room 757    

15  Builders Club (tentative) 

      SMART Group 8:30AM   

16 Jennings’ Hyland Software speaker 9:40AM 857 

19 Titan Trebles 7:45AM Room 901  

       Mileage Club 7:45AM Main Gym 

       Ford Fiddlers 3:20-4:15PM Room 905 

20 Student Council 8:00AM Room 850 

      Jennings Book Club Mods 3, 4, & 5 Room 201 

21 6th Grade Percussion Club 7:45AM Room 903 

      Computer Club 3:20-4:20PM Rooms 754 & 840     

      Stock Market Club 3:30-4:30PM Room 757 

       Anime/Manga Club 3:30--4:30PM Room 856 

22 SMART Group 8:30AM 

       5th Grade Reward Day 

       End of 3rd quarter 

23   Teacher Work Day—no school for students   

 

Daylight Savings Time—March 11th 

Spring Forward! 

 

 

 

 

 

  October 20    
Teacher 
work 
day—NO 
October 20    
Teacher 
work 
day—NO 
SCHOOL 
FOR 
STU-
DENTS 

October 24    
Student 
Council 
Meeting 
8:00AM 
Room 
850 

October 25    
Comput- er 
Club 3:20-4:20 Rooms 754 & 840 

October 31    6th Grade Percussion Club 
7:45AM Room 903 

                      Halloween costume contest—
lunch mods                                                  
Model UN 3:20-4:30PM Mini lab            

SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

October 24    Student Council Meeting 
8:00AM Room 850 

October 25    Computer Club 3:20-4:20 
Rooms 754 & 840 

October 31    6th Grade Percussion Club 
7:45AM Room 903 

                      Halloween costume contest—
lunch mods                               

                      Model UN 3:20-4:30PM Mini 

 

More Upcoming Events for  March 






