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The NetSmartz Workshop is a program of the National Center 

for Missing & Exploited Children and Boys & Girls Clubs of 

America (BGCA). The program is an interactive, educational 

resource for children aged 5 to 17 that uses age-appropriate, 3-D 

activities to teach children how to be safer when using the Internet. 

In September 2001 the NetSmartz Workshop content was 

pilot-tested and later released on CD-ROM to more than 3,000 

Boys & Girls Clubs nationwide. Today the NetSmartz Workshop 

and its innovative content are shared globally with kids, teens, 

parents, guardians, educators, and law enforcement online at 

www.NetSmartz.org.
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"He thought it was his fault," Kainz said. "He thought he 

had done something wrong, until he learned that it was 

OK to tell an adult you trust when someone's doing 

something inappropriate to you."

Some of the children were getting off at a different bus 

stop and walking farther so they could avoid the man. 

"It was a group of 15 kids, and none of them were telling 

us. But he learned how to," Kainz said. "It was Clicky 

           who taught him." Clicky is one of the NetSmartz 

                        characters. 

                                  Once the kids know about 

                                         NetSmartz, Kainz said, they  

                                            go back again and again to  

                                                 play the games. "They  

                                                   really love the games.  

                                                      It's fun to them."

                                                       "And they don't realize

                                                        they're actually 

                                                         learning something," 

                                                          Kainz said. "Learning

                                                          really important skills.

                                                          We do this program

                                                          every day now."

A group of children in Sacramento are safer now as 

they leave their school bus because of a lesson learned 

in online safety.

Every school day, from September to November, a man 

chased 15 elementary school-aged children as they 

went from the school bus stop to a nearby Boys & Girls 

Club. The man made obscene gestures and used 

graphic body language as he chased the children.

The program staff didn't know why the children 

always came in running. "They wouldn't 

tell us," said Julie Kainz, Program

Director of the Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Greater Sacramento. 

But on November 11, 2003, 

when the kids came in 

scared and crying, a 

7-year-old boy finally 

told the staff about 

the man who was 

threatening them. 

Police combed the 

area to find the man, 

Kainz said. The man 

is now in jail and

staff members meet 

the children at the bus

stop every afternoon.  

When the boy was 

asked what finally made 

him tell what was happening, 

Kainz said the boy told them, 

"I learned that it was safe 

to tell adults when things go 

wrong. I learned it yesterday 

                             in computer class." 

                                   In an hour-long session the 

                                        day before, the boy had 

                                        learned about being safer 

                                        online as he played games 

                                     from NetSmartz, an online 

                                  safety program. 

                           "We were blown away," Kainz said. 

            "We almost cried when we learned that the 

reason he was doing it was because of the class we 

we're teaching." Kainz said the boy had not told right 

away because he was afraid of getting in trouble.  

                          


