
 
 
 
 

Abby Lubowicki Ellis Fritz Luci Rhoden 

Aiden Hurtig Emily Hines Luke Furth 

Allie Dick Grace Furth Madison Taraschke 

Althea Fritz Grace Trella Megan Cullins 

Arden Fujimura Hailey Dennison Mercedes Gazda 

Aurelia Zirke Hannah Elsehaly Molly Murray 

Austin Dennison Haven Dannemiller Parker Heft 

Brandon Callicoat Jr. Isabella Santori Pax Bodenmiller 

Bree White Jaina Cormack Tandy Miller 

Chasea Nagy Keely Carter Ty Rhoden 

Chloe Nagy Kip Zirke Weston Miller 

Elijah Nichols Kylie Gibson Xander Callicoat 

Ella Bodenmiller Lily Henry Zuri McElrath-Penn 
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We are so grateful for all of our volunteers 

and tiny Titan helpers.  Please be sure to keep 

track of any hours you volunteer and send 

them to Karenheft@gmail.com. 

This helps us to keep our non-profit status 

and gives us bragging right as to how awesome 

and generous with their time our Grindstone 

families are! 
 

**Grindstone PTA is well on its way to 

reaching our membership goal of 480!! 

But we still need your help, we are at 

383....it's not too late to join: *Follow 

the link below/print and return to school 

with your child!!: 

http://bit.ly/2cAnmHx 

Thank you for supporting Grindstone 

PTA!! 

 

 

PTA Membership 

Thank you to all of our Little Titan Volunteers! 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Holiday Shop runs December 12th-16th, 9:30am-

3:30pm. Volunteers needed in shifts from 9:30-12:30 

and 12:30-3:30 (or any time you can give). Volunteers 

can email me (smmiller1112@gmail.com).  
 

 

mailto:Karenheft@gmail.com
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Thank you to all of our Parent and Friend Volunteers! 
 

Addy Bemis Kindergarten Lunch Volunteers Rachel Johnson 

Alec Walsh Kristi Taraschke Rachel Rauscher 

Ali Dickson Kyle Martinez Megan Bohnerran 

Ali Smith Larry Lutsy Megan Garriga 

Amber Nagy Larysa Cohee Michelle Levinson 

Amy Murray Lexi Winkelfoos Molly Fritz 

Ash Elsehaly Lily Pattyn Morgan Gilbert 

Bianca Gentile Lisa Cormack Morgan Rudge 

Brandon Callicoat Sr. Mandy Bunge Mrs. Beth Wroten 

Chris Trella Manolo Sandoval Mrs. Cindy Millen 

Chris Zirke Marla Nichols Mrs. Kristen Johnson 

Connie Medarni Matt Kuhn Mrs. Tami Arthur 

Crystal Elsehaly Kristi Taraschke Mrs. Teri Grimm 

Darcy Daniel Kyle Martinez Natalie Alexander 

Deb Hurtig Larry Lutsy Nicole Gladish 

Doug Cormack Larysa Cohee Paige Perez 

Dylan Fujimura Lexi Winkelfoos Pat Simpson 

Elois McElrath-Penn Lily Pattyn Rachel Johnson 

Erica Bodenmiller Lisa Cormack Rachel Rauscher 

Glenda Pianca Mandy Bunge Rachel Smith 

Heather Dick Manolo Sandoval Ramona Tuck 

Heather Furth Marla Nichols Rebecca Patton 

Heather Zirke Matt Kuhn Robin Gagnow 

Jen Callicoat Matt Roetter Robin Price 

Jennifer Grancha Megan Bohnerran Samantha Vidnom 

Jennifer Lewis Megan Garriga Sarah Hastings 

Jesse Jones Michelle Levinson Sarah K 

Jessica Dannemiller Molly Fritz Shannon Fujimura 

Jordan Regila Morgan Gilbert Tim Rhoden 

Josh Nagy Morgan Rudge  

Julia Washko Mrs. Beth Wroten  

Julie Hudson Mrs. Cindy Millen  

Jyl Rhoden Mrs. Kristen Johnson  

Karen Heft Mrs. Tami Arthur  

Karli Wilson Mrs. Teri Grimm  

Kelly Gerhart Natalie Alexander  

Kimberly Dennison Nicole Gladish  

Jennifer Lewis Paige Perez  

Kristen Lamb Pat Simpson  
 

 



 
 

Why I Volunteer 

At 40 years old, I still get scared.  Driving out of town to a place I have never been, going to exercise class 

for the first time, even flying on airplanes can give me a little anxiety.  I say things to myself like: 

 You’re going to get lost. 

 You’re going to look stupid. 

 This plane could go down and there are still wet clothes in the washing machine. 

But when my kids are scared I hear myself say things like: 

 This is an adventure! 

 You’ll make new friends! 

 Flying is safer than driving! 

I know the right things to say to help them be brave but I don’t say these things to myself. 

 

The first time I volunteered to help with a PTA function, I was nervous.  I had offered to help mount artwork 

for the Reflections program and then I found out the other volunteers were getting together at 11am at the 

school.  (But I work fulltime downtown?!)  I felt I couldn’t back out so I used vacation time.  I got my orange 

sticker at the office and met the other volunteers for the first time.  They showed me where the PTA room 

was and we worked together for a couple of hours marveling at the little masterpieces.  I remember finding 

my daughter’s painting in a pile with other kindergarten pieces and taping it to black paper.  It was a fun day. 

 

A few months later, I decided I would give volunteering another try.  I showed up at the spring Carnival (not 

knowing anyone) and I was assigned to the cash register at the concessions table.  I had worked the cash 

register one time at Bed, Bath & Beyond and I was a disaster.  (They kept me in the bedding department after 

that.)  The cash register had to be the worst assignment in the PTA.  Except it wasn’t.  I stood around and 

chatted with other moms and we all laughed every time I had to do math in my head and tried to count change.  

I made a lot of mistakes.  But no one said I was stupid and they didn’t audit my register.  People even thanked 

me for volunteering.  After that, I knew I could do anything. 

 

Fast forward five years and I still volunteer to help out at most PTA events.   And now that my kids are older, 

they always come with me.  I still work fulltime but I look forward to volunteering in the evening and on the 

weekends because I know I can bring my kids with me.  I don’t have to sacrifice time with them in order to be 

involved at their school.  And they can help too!  (Or they can at least run around the cafeteria with their 

friends while the moms and dads are working.)  Most importantly, I have made a lot of friends and my kids are 

friends with their kids. 

If you have never volunteered for PTA, know this:  It’s an adventure and you’ll make new friends!  The wet 

clothes in the washing machine can wait. 

 

Heather Zirke is the President of Grindstone PTA and mom to Aurelia, a fourth grader, and Kip, a second 

grader. 

 



Upcoming Events 
November 7 - 22 (Nov. 14 - 

18) 
GR. 4 Iowa Testing 

Friday, November 18 All Pro Dad Breakfast 7:00 p.m. (@Big Creek) 

Friday, November 18 K-2 Report Cards  7:45 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 

Tuesday, November 22 Grades 3 & 4 Progress Reports Reports sent home 

Wednesday, November 23 NO SCHOOL 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

November 23-25 NO SCHOOL  

December 12-16 PTA Holiday Shop  

Tuesday, December 20 End of Quarter 2  

December 21  NO SCHOOL - Teacher Work Day  

December 22 - January 3 NO SCHOOL - Winter Break  

 

Quick Links 

Visit our website 

Like us on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter 

Follow us on Instagram 

Email us at 

GrindstonePTA@gmail.com 

 

All Pro Dad Berea Board 
 

All Pro Dad is a national program and subsidiary of Family First, a non-profit organization started 

by Mark Merrill. All Pro Dad strives to help fathers become passionate about their role in their 

family’s life. All Pro Dad is also a “partner program” of The National PTA. The goal of each of these 

organizations is simple: to serve and strengthen families. Individual All Pro Dad chapters can 

accomplish that goal in many ways. At Grindstone All Pro Dad, we host monthly breakfasts that 

highlight important topics that are aimed to inspire, educate, and motivate the fathers at our 

school. But most importantly, it simply provides an opportunity for dads to spend quality time with 

their children that will strengthen their relationship. We also host outside events throughout the 

year that provide dads and kids additional opportunities to spend quality time together. Many of our 

events are provided free of cost or at a discount and include our monthly breakfasts, a 

Daddy/Daughter dance, and trips to sporting events to name a few. We hope that, through our 

programs, dads will be more passionate about their roles within their families and become more 

involved in their kid’s lives. 

The Grindstone All Pro Dad chapter has been in existence since Grindstone Elementary opened its 

doors and is fully supported by Grindstone PTA. We, in turn, have tried to increase our 

participation and support of the PTA, including partnering with them last year to host the annual 

Rock & Run 5k event; an event we hope will be even bigger this year.  The Grindstone All Pro Dad 

members consist of Chris Trella, Brandon Callicoat Sr., Matt Kuhn, and Dave Letterle. 
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Born: Indianapolis, Indiana  

 

High School: I attended three different high schools, beginning with Ladywood High School in Livonia, 

Michigan as a freshman. My family then relocated to Cleveland and I spent my sophomore year at Beaumont 

High School in Cleveland Heights, before transferring to Beachwood High School for my junior and senior 

year. After all those changes, it was a relief to be finished with high school!   

 

College: Bachelor of Arts Degree from John Carroll University and Master’s Degree from Cleveland State 

University.   

 

Family: My husband Chris and I have been married for 17 years and we live in Fairview Park with our 

wonderful daughter Caitlin – a studious 7th grader who also loves soccer, art, and her mom(!) – and Daisy, a 

cocker spaniel/Australian cattle dog mix who joined our family five years ago. Chris is a psychologist in 

private practice on the West Side. He also teaches in the Department of Psychology at John Carroll 

University.  

 

Favorite Foods: I enjoy almost any type of ethnic food – especially Mexican, Thai, and Greek. I’m also known 

to have a weakness for cookies.   

 

Our favorite vacations always include exploring together, especially regions or cities that are new to us, with 

interesting historical areas and great restaurants, museums, entertainment, and shopping.  

 

My very favorite things to do in life are spending time at home with my family, visiting with my siblings and 

their families, and walking my dog each day. Occasionally, a nice night out is also fun. LOL.    

 

Number of years in the district: After teaching for six years in other districts, I began working in Berea 

nineteen years ago as an ISG/Title 1 tutor and I was hired as a classroom teacher several years later.  

 

My favorite thing about Grindstone: I’ve been at Grindstone since the building opened and I’ve always 

enjoyed the warm, welcoming atmosphere of the school. I feel fortunate to work with so many great people 

and to meet so many nice children and families each year.  

 

Staff Spotlight 

Anne McNally, Grade 3 Teacher 


